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SPEECH 

OF  AN 

HONOURABLE  GENTLEMAN 
In  the  HOUSE  of  COMMONS, 

On  the  Motion  for  an  Addrefs  of  Thanks  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  for  communicating  to  the  Houfe  the  Declara¬ 
tion  from  Spain  relative  to  Falkland’s  Illand, 

Wednesday,  February  13,  1771. 

Motion  made  by  Lord  Beauchamp ,  and  feconded 

by  Lord  Palmerjion » 

Mr,  Speaker, 

AS  the  line  of  my  fervices  under  his  late 
Majefty,  doth  naturally  lead  me  to  fome 
knowledge  of  this  kind  of  bufinefs,  which  is 
the  fubjcil  of  your  prefenc  confideration  ;  as  I 
have  taken  fome  pains  to  collect  into  a  feries, 
the  fcattered  and  unconneiled  fails  which  re- 
fpeit  the  negotiation  ;  I  will  venture  to  trouble 
the  Houfe  with  my  fentiments  upon  it,  both 
as  to  fail  and  opinion. 

The  confideration  of  the  matters  contained 
in  the  papers  laid  before  you,  has  led  a  noble 
Lord  *  to  move  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  his 

B  Ma- 

T 

*  Lord  Beauchamp, 


■'(  4  ) 

Majefty,  for  the  communication  which  he  has 
been  pleafed  to  make  of  thefe  papers  •,  and  to 
teftify  our  fincere  fatisfa&ion  in  the  accommo-  . 
dation  which  his  Majefty  has  obtained,  by  the 
difavowal  made,  and  reftitution  promifed,  as^ 
thofe  two  articles  rfand  in  the  declaration  of 
Prince  Mafferano.  The  noble  Lord,  in  ftatmg 
the  grounds  of  his  motion,  has  refered  very 
little  to  the  papers  which  purport  to  give  an 
account  of  the  negotiation :  and  indeed,  I  do 
not  wonder  at  it,  when  I  fee  how  imperfect,  how 
defalcated  an  account,  they  do  give  of  that  mat¬ 
ter.  He  has  grounded  the  reafon  of  his  motion 
on  the  matter  of  the  convention,  as  contained 
in  the  declaration  and  acceptance. — He  has  ar- 
•  e  ueci  folely  or.  the  conclufion,  as  it  (lands  m  the 
convention  ;  not  as  his  accurate  reafoning  would 
have  deduced  it  from  the  preliminaries  con¬ 
tained  in  the  negotiation  :  but,  taking  it  as 
he  finds  it,  he  thinks  the  difavowal  full  up  to 
the  reparation  demanded-,  the  reparation  ade¬ 
quate  to  the  injury  received-,  the  fatisfaftion 
full  to  the  point  of  honour.  This  point  fecured, 
he  thinks  that  the  examination  of  the  queihon 
of  war  or  peace,  ought  to  turn  rather  upon  the 
point  of  prudence  as  to  our  fituation  in  Europe, 

than  to  be  urged  from  motives  or  ambition  in 
;  America, 
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America.  In  defcribing  the  ftate  of  this  conn- 
try,  he  has  given  a  detail,  too  true,  I  am  afraid, 
and  too  accurate,  as  to  its  interior  circumftances  : 
And  no  Minifter,  long  converfant  in  public 
affairs,  could  have  riven  a  more  extenfive  or  a 
more  thoroughly  confidered  view  of  our  foreign 
relations  and  connexions.  But  I  apprehend 
that  the  queftion  mufl  turn  upon  other  points. 

An  honourable  gentleman  *  on  this  fide  of  the 

Houfe,  has  purfued  a  very  different  line  in  com 
fidering  this  matter,  tie  has  Ihewn,  that  if  this 

accommodation  or  convention,  (or  by  whatever 
other  name  you  fhall  be  p leafed  to  call  it)  were 
in  itfelf  never  fo  juft  and  honourable  ;  yet  that 
the  procefs  of  it  is  not,  as  yet,  in  that  ft  age, 
which  would,  with  any  propriety,  juftify  this 
Houfe  in  going  into  any  decifive  opinion  upon 
it ;  much  lefs  in  acceding  to  any  teftimony  of 
our  fincere  fatisfadlion  in  it.  This  point,  I  do 
flatter  myfelf,  I  fhall  be  able  to  give  full  con¬ 
viction  of,  when  I  come  to  ftate  (as  I  fhall  do) 
the  real  hiftory  of  the  negotiation  by  which  it 
hath  been  conducted. 

The  confideration  of  this  matter  net  being 
in  a  fcate  of  perfection,  on  account  of  its  not 
being  brought  as  yet  to  a  cpnclufion,  is  ftated  by 
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*  Mr.  Dowdefwell 


the  honourable  gentleman,  as  the  grounds  and 
reafon  why  he  would  have  moved  the  previous 
queftion  upon  this  motion  for  an  addrefs  ;  had 
it  not  been,  that  the  moving  of  a  ■previous  quef¬ 
tion,  might  be  invidioufly  conftrued  into  a  with, 
or  an  intention,  of  avoiding  the  main  queftion  of 
approbation  or  difapprobation.  He  has,  there¬ 
fore,  joined  ifiue  with  the  noble  Lord  upon  the 
main  queftion  •,  and  has  ftated  diftinftly,  pro- 
pofition  by  propofttion*,  upon  each  ftage  of  this 

bufinefs, 

*  " 


*  I.  That  is  Hands  ajferted by  the  Marquis  de  Grimaldi, 
and  uncontradidled  by  his  Majefty’s  Ministers,  that  the  Cour  t 
of  Spain  had  expreffed  its  difapprobation  of  his  Majefty-s 
fettlement  at  Falkland’s  Ifland  ;  and  that  there  had  been 
feveral  difcuffions  thereupon,  between  his  Majefty’s  Mini- 
fters  and  the  Minifters  of  the  faid  Court,  of  fuch  nature  as 
Might  glue  his  Majefy' s  Minifers  reafon  to  forefee  the  attack 
upon  that  fettlement ,  which  was  afterwaids  made  by  the  1 01  ccs 

of  the  Crown  of  Spain, 

II.  That  Captain  Flunt,  Commander  of  one  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  fhips  pf  war,  arrived  the  3d  day  of  June  1770,  and 
brought  information  to  the  Commiffioners  for  executing 
the  office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  of  Great  Britain,  that  a 
3panifh  Governor,  and  Copimanders  ot  Spanifh  Blips  of 
war,  had  repeatedly  uoarned  his  Maj-efy’s  forces  to  quit pojfejjion 
pf  the  faid  fettlemcnt . 

III.  That  his  Majefty’s  Minifteis  made  no  reprefentations 
thereupon  to  the  Court  oj'Spain  \  and  it  is  notorious,  that  no  pre¬ 
parations  mere  made  for  enabling  his  Majcfly  to  do  himfelj  juf  ice , 
in  cafe  advice  fhould  come  that  the  faid  fettlement  was 
taken,  and  the  Court  of  Spain  refufe  his  Majefty  that  la- 
tisfa&ion  which  he  had  a  right  to  expert. 


XV.  That 
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bufinefs,  matters  of  faff  fo  flrongly  confirmed 
by  the  evidence  of  the  papers,  (broken  into 
fragments,  as  that  evidence  now  lies  upon  your 


IV.  That  the  Marquis  de  Grimaldi,  in  h*s  conference 
with  Mr.  Harris  on  the  25  th  day  of  September  1770  ;  and 
the  Spanifh  Ambaflador,  in  his  propofal,  mentioned  in  Lord 
Weymouth’s  letter  to  Mr.  Harris,  on  the  1  fib  day  of  Q  dob  er 
1770  ;  did  difavow  any  particular  orders  given  to  the  Gover¬ 
nor  of  Buenos  Ayres,  to  feize  by  force  the  faid  fettlement; 
but  did  acknowledge,  that  the  faid  Governor  had  aCted 
under  general  orders,  according  to  his  oath  as  Governor,  and 
according  to  the  efablifhed  laves  of  America. 

V.  That  the  difavowal  of  the  violent  enterprize  cf  the 
Spaniards,  and  an  engagement  for  the  rellitution  of  the 
Port  and  Fort  Egmont,  have  been  accepted  * without  fuel:  con¬ 
jure  or  punifhment  of  the  Governor  of  Buenos  Ayres ,  as  might 
make  it  manifefi  that  he  did  not  ad  wider  any  orders,  general  or 
particular ;  and  without  fuch  explanation  cf  his  general  or¬ 
ders,  as  might  fuficiently  fecure  his  Majefyf  pofeffions  againfi 
the.  like  injult  and  injury  in  time  to  come . 

VI.  That  the  demand  of  the  Court  of  Spain,  that  his 
Jd.aje.fiy  Jhould  difavovu  the  ?nenaces  of  Captain  Hunt,  which, 
from  the  papers  laid  before  this  Houfe,  is  the  only  appa¬ 
rent  caufe  of  protracting  the  negotiation,  was  unreafonable 
and  unjud. 

VII.  That  though  the  Court  of  Spain  did  refufe  for  a 
long  time  to  do  his  Majefty  that  judice  which  it  has  fince 
confefTcd  to  be  due  to  him,  no  reparation  has  keen  demanded 
for  fuch  protraded  refufah,  whereby  a  new  injury  was  re¬ 
ceived  by  his  Majefty,  this  country  has  been  put  to  very 
great  expence  in  preparations  for  war,  its  commerce  inter¬ 
rupted,  and  his  Majefty ’s  fubje&s  greatly  didreffed. 


VHI.  That  the  engagement  to  re  do  re  Port  and  Fort  Eg - 
pent  is  ambiguous,  and  is  diort  of  the  frfi  propofal  may  by  the 
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table)  that  not  one  fingle  circumflance  has  been 
denied ;  not  one  fingle  circumflance  can  be  de¬ 
nied.  He  calls  upon  the  Houfe  to  go  into  an 

accurate 


Spanifh  Amlaffador  to  Lord  Weymouth,  which  was  to  re- 
ftorc  Falkland's  IJlands. 

IX.  That  his  Majefty’s  Minifters  have  not,  in  the  whole 
negotiation,  after  ted  his  Majefiy’s  right  to  Falkland's  IJlands, 
or  any  of  them,  or  to  his  fsttlement  at  Port  and  Fort  Eg- 
snont  •  but  have  been  fo  inattentive  to  that  right,  as  to  ne- 
o-ledl  laying  in  his  Majejly  s  claim  thereto  in  op p  oft  ion  to  the 
Jaim  of  the  Catholic  King ,  afferted  by  the  Spanifh  Ambaflador 


in  his  declaration. 

X.  That  in  the  capitulation  for  Port  and  Fort  Egmont, 
the  Spanifh  Officer  infifted  on  detaining  his  Majcjly  s  Jhip  of 
war,  called  the  Favourite,  till  twenty  days  after  the  fail- 
j n rr  q£  one  of  the  frigates  under  the  command  of  the  laid 
Officer  ;  and  that  to  prevent  the  Favourite's  failing,  her  rud¬ 
der  Jhould  he  taken  of  - 

XI.  That  the  detainer  of  his  Majefcy’s  faid  fhip,  was  an 
injury  for  vyhich  no  reparation  has  been  demanded  ;  and 
taidn-7  the  rudder  from  the  faid  fhip,  was  an  additional  in¬ 
put,  hi p nly  injurious  to  the  honour  of  the  Britifh  hag,  and 
"an  ignominy  of  the  grofleft  nature,  for  which  alfo  no  repara¬ 
tion  has  been  demanded . 

XII.  That  is  does  not  appear  by  the  papers  laid  before 
this  Houfe,  what  was  the  purport  of  the  language  held  by 
the  Spanifh  Ambaflador,  which  induced  Lord  Rochford  on 
the  2  i  ft  day  ofDecember  1770,  to  give  orders  for  the  imme¬ 
diate  recall  of  Mr.  Harris  from  Madrid ;  nor  what  was  the 
change  in  the  language  of  the  faid  Ambaflador,  or  in  any 
other  circumftances  ;  nor  what  authentic  information  of 
the  faid  Ambaffador’s  having  orders  from  his  Court  to 
make  new  propofals,  was  received  by  his  Majefly,  which 
caufed  new  orders  to  be  given  to  Mr.  Harris  on  the  18 th 
day  of  January  1 7  7 1 3  for  his  immediate  return  to  Madrid* 
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accurate  and  attentive  difcuffion  of  thefe  faffs* 
before  it  comes  into  matter  of  opinion  upon  the 
conclufion.  He  marks  openly,  fairly,  and  with 
candour,  the  point  to  which  he  thinks  this  en¬ 
quiry  muft  lead.  If  the  evidence  fupports  thefe 
fails,  he  thinks  that  the  Houfe,  inftead  of 
feeling  a  fincere  fatisfailion  upon  this  bufmefs, 
muft  be  impreffed  with  fentiments  that  will 
prompt  to  cenfure  ;  and  he  hath  opened  to  you 
the  *  cenfure  which  he  fhould  move  for.  He 

hath 

*  XIII.  That  his  Majefty’s  Minifters  having  neglefled  to 
make  fuch  timely  reprefen  tations  to  the  Court  of  Spain,  as 
might  tend  to  prevent  all  occafion  of  rupture  between  the 
two  Courts ;  having  alfo  negle&ed  to  make  fuch  early  pre¬ 
parations  as  were  proper  and  neceffary  for  procuring  that 
juftice,  which  his  Majefty  had  a  right  to  expect  in  cafe  of 
a  refufal  of  reparation  from  the  Court  of  Spain  ;  having  to¬ 
tally  omitted  many  parts  in  their  original  demand,  eflential 
to  the  honour  of  his  Majefty’s  Crown,  and  the  rights  of  his 
people,  particularly  having  neglected  to  demand  fatisfac- 
tion  for  the  affront  offered  to  the  Britifh  flag  ;  having  ne¬ 
glected  afterwards  to  require  any  reparation  for  the  very 
'great  expences  and  diftrefles  incurred  by  this  nation,  from 
the  unreafonable  delay  of  the  Court  of  Spain,  in  comply¬ 
ing  with  his  Majefty’s  moll  moderate  demands  ;  and  having 
accepted  from  the  Spanifli  Ambafiador,  an  engagement  to 
reflore  Port  and  Fort  Egmont>  when  the  firft  offer  of  the 
Court  of  Spain  was  to  reflore  Falkland's  IJlands  ;  and  hav¬ 
ing  accepted  the  faid  engagement,  with  faving  of  the  qucf- 
tion  of  the  pretended  right  of  the  Crown  of  Spain  to  the 
Falkland’s  Iflands,  without  any  counter  claim  on  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  part ;  have  not  fupported,  as  by  the  duty  and  trull 

of 
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hath  avoided,  however,  to  come  to  any  oth cf 
conclufion  at  prefent,  than  that  of  moving  this 
Iloufe  to  leave  out  all  the  latter  part  of  the  ad* 
drefs  propofed,  which  goes  to  an  opinion  of  tbs 
convention,  prior  to  an  examination  of  the  faffs  of 
the  negotiation.  He  willies  to  thamchis  Majefty, 

iI5 

for  the  gracious  communication  which  he  has 

tD 

been  pleafed  to  make  of  the  matter  of  this  bufi- 
nefs ;  and  to  make  a  due  and  grateful  return, 
by  giving  to  his  Majefty  the  faithful  advice  of 
his  Commons,  upon  a  diligent,  difpaffionate, 
and  accurate  examination  of  the  fituation  in 
which  it  {lands. 

As  I  had  the  honour  to  fecond  this  motion,  I 
(hall  endeavour  to  give  fuch  reafons  (in  a  gene¬ 
ral  line  of  fupporting  it)  as  may  obviate  every 
obje£ti:;n  that  has  been  attempted  to  be  made 

to  it. 

•  i 

In  Hating  the  facts,  I  {hall  firft  mark  thofe 
which  relate  to  the  aft  of  hoftility,  the  caufe  of 
this  negotiation  •,  next  thofe  of  the  negotiation  it-* 

felf  •  and,  laftly,  Avail  Hate  thefe  two  points 

on 

of  their  offices  they  were  bound  to  do,  the  dignity  of  his 
Maieity’s  Crown,  nor  provided  for  the  fecurity  of  the  rights 
of  his  people,  but  have  concluded  a  convention,  inade¬ 
quate  as  a  reparation  of  honour,  inefficient  and  infecure 
with  regard  to  the  prefent  interefts  and  future  peace  of  the 
nation. 


on  which  the  convention  turned,  the  difavowal 
and  the  reftitution. 

His  Majefty  had  been  pleafed  to  exert  a  rights 
by  taking  poiTeffion  of  Falkland’s  Ifland,  follow¬ 
ed  by  an  exercife  of  fovereignty,  in  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  a  fort.  By  the  exertion  of  this  right,  and 
the  affixing  die  fovereignty,  the  honour  of  the  im¬ 
perial  Crown  of  Great  Britain  was  committed. 
On  occupying  this  right,  by  the  fettlement  of 
Britilh  fubjeds,  the  rights  of  the  Britiflp  nation 
were  committed.  Let  us  fee  then  how  they  have 
been  treated. 


A  Spanifh  Governor,  holding  delegated  powers 
under  a  Sovereign  in  league  and  amity  with 
Great  Britain,  refills  this  right  by  force.  The 
rights  of  treaty,  and  good  faith  in  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  thofe  treaties,  require  that  he  fhould 
have  refered  the  matter  to  his  Sovereign  :  but, 
under  a  claim  of  right,  eftablifhed  on  pretended 
laws  of  America,  paramount  to  treaty  and  good 
faith,  he  commences  hoftilities ;  drives  the  Bri- 
tifn  fubjed  from  his  pofieffions,  and  accompa¬ 
nies  his  ad  of  hoftility  with  a  wanton  ignominious 
injult  on  the  Britilh  flag,  which  no  circum* 
fiances  could  juftify,  and  which  carries  the  in- 
fult  home  to  the  fovereignty  itfelf.  He  treats 
the  Britilh  fubjeds,  exerting  this  right  by  corri- 

C  million 
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miffion  and  under  authority  of  the  Crown  of 
Great  Britain,  as  doing  an  ad  of  confeffed  in- 
vafion,  as  convided  interlopers.  By  this  ad  of 
hoftility,  thus  exerted,  the  honour  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  Crown,  and  the  fecurity  of  the  rights  of 
his  people  become  indeed  deeply  afft idled.  This 
was  his  Majefty’s  juft  fenfe  of  it :  he  demanded 
immediate  reparation.  The  condud  of  feeing 
this  demand  carried  to  its  effed,  was  committed 
to  his  Minifters  •,  and  the  bufinefs  of  this  day  is, 
to  enquire  how  they  have  executed  this  moil 
important  commifiion,  fo  eflential  to  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  the  Crown,  and  to  the  fecurity  of  the 
rights  of  the  people. 

In  confidering  this,  I  fhall  now  mark  the 
fads  which  relate  to  the  negotiation  itfelf.  It 
commenced  about  the  12th  of  September,  fais 
Majefty  gave  orders  for  the  making  a  demand, 
that  the  Court  of  Spain  Ihould  difavow  the  att 
of  its  Governor-,  and  that  it  ihould  re/tore 
every  thing  to  the  fame  circumftances  in  which 
they  were  before  the  ad  of  hoftility  was  com- 
'  mitted. 

This  negotiation,  trained  on  to  the  15th  of 

«  • 

December,  under  proportions  made  by  the 
Court  of  Spain,  always  inadequate,  and  moftly 
madmifiible.  Although  we  are  told,  that  Spain 

Shewed, 
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ffiewed,  from  the  beginning,  a  difpofmon  to 
grant  every  thing  which  we  could,  in  honour 
and  juftice,  demand  •,  and  that  there  remained  no 
difficulties,  but  matter  of  punftilio  only  :  yet, 
thefe  mere  matters  of  pun&ilio,  had  fuch  power¬ 
ful  effedl  on  the  Engliffi  Miniftry,  that  the  ne¬ 
gotiation  between  his  Majefty’s  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  Spamffi  Ambafiador,  was  fre¬ 
quently  interrupted  jknd  broken  off.  It  was,  from 
time  to  time,  indeed,  picked  up  again,  and 
continued,  by  an  extra-official  minifterial  nego¬ 
tiation  between  a  great  Minifter  and  the  French 
Agent:  but  fuch  was  the  crifis  to  which. this 
matter  of  pundtilio  wrrought  itfelf,  that  on  the 
15th  of  December,  his  Majefcy’s  Secretary  of 
State  did  not  think  he  could  fafely  remain  in  of¬ 
fice  conducting  that  negotiation,  unlefs  it  was 
brought  to  fome  point,  precife  and  determinate. 
He  therefore,  on  that  day,  made  four  propofi- 
tions  to  the  Cabinet.  Thefe  propofitions  were 
rejected-,  and,  on  the  1 8th,  he  found  it  necef- 
fary  to  refign  his  office.  What  palled  between 
that  day  and  the  21ft,  which  induced  the  *  Cabi- 

*  Although  they  refilled  the  former  Secretary,  yet  it  was 
neither  eafy  nor  fafe  for  our  home-bred  cabinet  to  venture 
to  refill  a  Miniller  fully  i?iformcd  of  the  fyftem  of  Spanilh  po¬ 
litics,  and  acquainted  with  the  fecret  of  the  budnefs  of  Cory 
fica, 
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net  to  re-confider  thofe  propontions,  the  par 
pers  on  your  table  do  not  inform  you  :  and  yet, 
it  is  certain,  that  fomething  very  material  muft 
have  paffed,  becaufe,  on  that  day,  the  2  1/,  one 
of  thefe  propofxtions  was  adopted.— Mr.  Har¬ 
ris,  your  Minifter  at  Madrid,  was  recalled.  It 
is  publicly  reported,  as  a  matter  of  notoriety, 
that  a  letter  of  Prince  Mafierano,  conceived  in 
very  ftrong  and  decifive  terms,  made  it  neceffary 
to  bring  on  this  matter  again,  and  brought  it  to 
this  cribs.  Whatever  was  the  caufe  the  letter 
of  Lord  Rochford,  of  this  date,  fixes  this  faft. 
Thus  this  matter,  which  is  represented  to  us,  as 
having  no  difficulties  but  in  mere  matters  of 
form,  occafions  a  Secretary  of  State  to  retire 
from  office,  and  brings  the  Britifh  Court  to  an 
"  open  rupture,  aftually  declared  by  the  recall  of 
its  Minifter.  The  fa£t,  which  the  Houfe  here 
will  mark,  is,  that  fo  far  as  refpefts  Great 
Britain,  war  was  determined  on,  the  21ft  ot  De¬ 
cember. 

On  the  27th  of  December,  the  King  of  Spain 
(as  the  Marquis  Grimaldi  had  informed  Mr. 
Parris  he  would  do)  called  a  Grand  Council,  to 
deliberate  on  the  matter  in  negotiation.  At  that 
Council,  an  ultimate  proportion,  of  a  tenor  and 
fpirit,  which  had  already  been  refufed  by  the 
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Court  of  London,  was  fixed  upon-,  and  the 
final  refolution  of  the  Council  was,  that  if  that 
ultimatum  was  rejected,  war  muft  be  the  imme¬ 
diate  rcfult.  The  Houfe  will  here  remark,  that 
.on  the  part  of  Spain  alfo,  war  was  determined 
upon,  the  27  th  of  December. 

All  negotiation  between  thofe  Minifters  of 
(Great  Britain  and  Spain,  who  were  commifTion- 
:ed  to  treat,  was  broken  off.  The  principals  in 
the  quarrel,  had  determined  to  appeal  to  arms : 
whence  then  came  this  truce  ?  Here  it  will  be 
neceffary  to  mark  the  interpofition  of  his 
Moft  Chriftian  Majefcy  :  but  preparatory  to  this, 
it  will  be  proper  to  obferve,  how  the  kindly 
ground  was  firft  laid  in  England.  A  fecret 
extra-official  line  of  negotiation,  has  been  refer¬ 
red  to  in  this  narrative.  The  thread  of  this  was 
never  broken  by  pundtilios.  It  was  a  preventer 
brace,  to  the  main  line  of  negotiation.  When 
that  was  broken  on  the  21ft  of  December,  this 

preventer  held  on  by  the  confidential  extra-offi- 
% 

dal  negotiation  •,  and  terms  of  accommodation 
vrere  on  the  22b  treated  of,  between  a  great  Mi- 
nifter  and  the  French  Agent.  This  converfa- 
tion  indeed  was  not  perfectly  confidential ;  for 
although  it  purported  to  be  a  free  communica¬ 
tion  of  expedients  for  accommodation,  this  great 

man 
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man  did  not  inform  the  French  Agent,  that 
Mr.  Harris  was  recalled.  If  this  circumltance 
fhould  be  denied,  I  beg  to  recall  to  that  great 
man's  memory,  the  very  ftrong  terms  of  re¬ 
proach  which  were  ufed  by  this  French  Agent, 
when  on  the  4th  of  January  (by  Lord  Roch- 
ford’s  acquainting  Prince  Mafferano  of  the  re¬ 
call)  this  Agent  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
fact. 

This  kindly  ground  lying  thus  in  England, 
his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  on  the  24th  of  De¬ 
cember,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  King  of  Spain,  in¬ 
forming  him  of  his  intentions  to  difmifs  his  Mi- 
nifter,  the  Duke  de  Choifeul  :  he  explained  to 
him  the  reafons  •,  laid  before  him,  the  internal 
ftate  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  marked  to  him,  the 
neceffity  of  peace  for  the  prefent. 

The  difpatches  of  the  King  of  Spain  which 
were  fent  off  in  confequence  of  the  Grand  Coun¬ 
cil  I  have  mentioned,  arrived  at  Paris  the  2d 
of  January-,  and  the  Duke  de  Choifeul  being 

then  difmiffed,  thefe  difpatches  came  direflly 

_  » 

into  the  French  King’s  own  hands.  He  faw  that 
the  ultimatum  contained  in  them  was  of  a  nature 
that  would  not  be  received  or  complied  with  by 
the  Court  of  London,  add  that  it  could  lead  on¬ 
ly  to  an  opep  rupture.  He  therefore  did  not 

forward 
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forward  thefe  difpatches  •,  but,  retaining  them, 
wrote  back  to  the  King  of  Spain,  Hating  to  him 
the  neceffity  of  peace,  from  the  impoffibility  of 
France’s  entering  at  prefent  into  war,  in  aid  and 
affiftance  to  him.  In  anfwer  to  which,  the  King 
of  Spain  referred  himfelf  wholly  to  the  King  of 
F  ranee  j  put  his  honour  into  his  hands  •,  and 
gave  him  full  powers  to  conclude  for  him  :  de¬ 
firing  him  to  a£b  exactly  as  if  it  was  his  own 
cafe ;  only  to  remember,  that  he  had  the  charge 
of  the  Catholic  King’s  honour,  which  was  dearer 
to  him  than  all  his  dominions,  and  even  than 
life  itfelf. 

His  Chriftian  Majefty  being  thus  veiled  with 
full  powers  from  Spain,  and  matters  being  thus 
prepared  in  England,  he  forms  the  terms  of  the 
conclufion  ;  and  fends  them  hither  to  his  Mini- 
ller,  to  be  communicated  to  the  Spanijh  Mim- 
fter  :  but  fends,  at  the  fame  time,  to  Monfieur 
de  Guifne  a  letter,  ordering  him  to  adhere  ftrict- 
ly  and  clofely  to  the  Family  Compadl  •,  and  if 
the  Spanifti  Minifcer  fhould  be  recalled,  to  come 
away  himfelf  without  delay.  This  letter  was  an 
oftenfible  one,  which  Monfieur  de  Guifne  had 
private  orders  to  Ihew  to  our  Miniftry,  previous 
to  communicating  the  terms  of  the  accommo¬ 
dation. 


Thefe 
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L  * 

Thefe  difpatches  arrived  on  the  14th  of 
January.  Prince  Maferano,  notwithftanding 
every  deference  to,  and  the  mod  profound  re- 
fpect  and  reverence  for,  his  Chriftian  Majefty, 
yet  finds  himfelf  in  a  predicament  of  refitting 
thofe  directions  of  the  King  of  France  :  firft,  as 
they  were  contrary  to,  or  at  leaft  incongruous  with, 
the  prior  inftrudtions  which  he  had  received  from 
his  own  Court  :  next,  as  he  might  have  reafon 
to  apprehend  that,  notwithftanding  the  full 
powers  which  France  had  to  conclude  this  mat¬ 
ter,  thefe  full  powers  might  be  revoked  by  the 
Spanifh  Court,  when  they  came  to  be  informed 
of  the  recall  of  Mr.  Harris  :  and  laftly,  that 
as  the  negotiation  between  him  and  the  Britifti 
Secretary  of  State  was  broken  off,  and  Mn 
Harris  actually  recalled,  he  could  not  negotiate 
upon  any  terms. 

Thefe  difficulties  lafted  from  this  time  to 
the  1 8th.  On  that  day  (the  1 8th)  our  Mini- 
ftry  determined  to  give  him  fatisfaffion,  by  re¬ 
manding  Mr.  Harris  back  to  Madrid.  For 
which  purpofe,  on  that  day,  four  or  five  meffen- 
gers  were  fent  different  ways  in  order  to  meet 
him.  Lord  Rochford’s  letter  of  that  date  gives 
as  a  reafon  for  this,  that  his  Majefty,  from  the 
information  he  had  received,  had  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve 
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It  eve  that  Prince  Maferano  had  orders  to  make 
frefh  propofals.  Surely  this  was  but  a  poor 
realon  for  making  fo  eflential  an  alteration  in 
the  fyftem  of  our  bufinefs,  merely  on  a  fupo-ef- 
tion  tii at  Prince  Maferano  (who,  for  four  months 
togethei,  had  been  making  proportions  always 
inadequate  and  moftly  lnadmuiible)  had  now" 
frefh  orders  to  make  fome  ether  proportions. 
But  the  information  which  our  Court  had,  o*a ve 
them  fufiicient  intelligence  what  thofe  pro- 
pofitions  were  ;  and  if  they  had  been  pleafed 
to  lay  that  information  before  this  Houfe,  this 
Houfe  would  have  feen  from  whence  it  came  ,* 
But  that  part  of  information  as  to  this  bufinefs 
is  not  laid  before  us. 

•  As  to  the  other  difficulties  of  Prince  Mafe¬ 
rano,  they  are  faid  to  have  been  adj ufted,  by  the 
French  Minifter’s  giving  him  in  writing,  afiur- 
ance  of  his  Chriftian  Majefty’s  having  full 
powers  to  conclude  this  bufinefs ;  and  alfo  a 
juftification  or  indemnification  for  his  doing  it, 
under  thofe  diredions.  Upon  this  ground  the 
matter  was  concluded  on  the  2  2d  of  January  ; 
the  very  day  that  Parliament  met,  and  about  an 
hour  before  it  did  meet. 

Had  the  figning  of  this  matter  been  deferred 
two  or  three  days,  that  is,  till  Friday  the  25th, 

♦  D 
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it  could  not  have  been  figned  at  all;  for  on 
that  day  Prince  Maferano  received  his  recall  ; 
ordering  him  to  come  away,  without  taking 
leave. 

Now,  Sir,  is  the  bufinefs  of  this  accommoda¬ 
tion,  figned,  not  by  Spanijh  orders ,  but  under 
French  directions ;  figned  at  a  time  when  the 
powers  given  for  concluding  this  matter  Hand 
actually  revoked ;  when  it  is  not  known  whe¬ 
ther  this  conclufion  will  be  adopted  and  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  King  of  Spain ;  at  a  time  when 
the  Spanifh  Ambaffador  Hands  recalled,  and 
does  no  more  go  to  Court. — Is  this  a  ftage  of 
the  bufinefs,  either  for  this  Houfe  to  go  into 
an  approbation  of  it,  or  to  go  up  to  his  Majefly 
with  thanks  for  it,  as  a  matter  concluded  ? 
And  if  it  Ihould  not  be  accepted  by  Spain, 
would  even  Miniftry  itfelf  wifh  to  make  fo  ri¬ 
diculous  a  figure  as  they  muft  do,  in  having  in¬ 
duced  Parliament  to  approve  a  meafure  the  very 
contrary  of  what  it  may  turn  out  in  the  event ! 

It  will  be  here  obferved,  that  this  bufinefs  has 
been  conducted  in  two  different  lines  of  nego¬ 
tiation  ;  the  one  diplomatic,  refponfible,  upon 
paper;  the  other  minifterial,  irrefponfible,  on 
parole  :  the  one  conduced  officially  on  the  part 
of  his  Majefty’s  Secretary  of  State,  by  a  one 

.<  uniform, 
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uniform,  unremitted  demand,  (fuch  as  it  was) 
urged  with  fpirit,  and  broken  off  with  fpirit : 
the  other,  by  a  great  man,  in  an  extra-official 
way,  picking  up  a  broken  thread  of  negotiation, 
and  holding  on  a  kind  of  fpliced  and  knotted 
treaty,  by  accommodation  with  a  French  Agent. 
Although  the  King  of  France  is  not  admitted, 
on  either  fide,  as  the  mediator  avowed  ;  although 
the  Minifter  of  this  country  did  publickly  dif- 
avow  all  mediation ;  yet  it  does  appear,  that  the 
Court  of  France  was  permitted  tointerpofe: 
and  having,  as  it  were,  put  both  England  and 
Spain  in  arreft,  did  finally  dictate  the  terms  of 
their  accommodation . 

W e  are  told  that  this  negotiation  was,  as 
all  demands  of  honour  fhouid  be,  Ample  and 
peremptory  ;  that  it  confuted  but  of  two  words 
invariably  adhered  to,  disavow  and  restore. 
Let  us  therefore  confider  it  on  thefe  two 
points. 

It  diiavows  indeed  that  this  particular  expe¬ 
dition  was  undertaken  and  carried  on  under  any 
efpecial  orders  for  it ;  but  at  the  fame  time  fays, 
that  the  Spanifh  Governor  was  jufti fable,  and  does 
juftify  him,  in  having  undertaken  this  expedi¬ 
tion,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  of  his  commiffion, 
his  general  inftructions,  and  the  eftablifhed  laws 
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oj  Amuica.  Such  disavowal,  accompanied 
with  a  claim  of  right  to  juftify  the  Governor,  in 
having  commenced  hoftilities  under  the  circum¬ 
stances  and  piinciples  referred  to,  is  an  infult 
inftead  of  a  difavowal.  The  claim  of  any  fuch 
3  ight,  on  any  inch  piinciples,  is  contrary  to  every 
treaty  by  which  we  ftand  in  league  and  amity 
witn  the  Court  of  Spain  ;  is  direftly  contrary  to 
that  good  faith  with  which  his  Majefty  and  his 
anceftors  have  ever  executed  thofe  treaties.  By 
thofe  tieaties,  the  Sovereigns  at  peace  with  each 
other,  mu  ft  be  reiponiibie  that  thole  who  act 
under  their  delegated  powers  final]  obferve  that 
peace .  and  it  is  expreisly  Stipulated,  that  they 
Jhall  not  commence  hoftilities  without  reference 
to  their  Sovereigns,  and  without  receiving  their 
efpecial  commands  thereupon.  If  any  of  his 
Biitannic  Majefty  s  Governors  in  America  had 
committed  any  aft  of  hoftility  of  this  kind  ;  that 
aft  would  have  been  criminal,  as  not  jufiifiable^ 
nor  to  be  jujlified ,  by  their  powers  of  govern¬ 
ment  •  and  as  being  diredtly  contrary  to  their  im 
ftru&ions.  Thofe  *  Charters  in  which  delegated 

iD 

powers 

CONNECTICUT. 

Neverthelefs  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  and  we  do  here¬ 
by  declare  unto  ail  Chriftian  Kings,  Princes,  and  States, 
fat  if  any  perfons,  which  ihall  hereafter  be  of  the  faid 

company 
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powers  of  government  are  granted,  have  all  uni¬ 
formly  a  claufe  retraining  thofe  who  live  and  ad: 
under  thofe  powers,  from  doing  any  ad:  of  hoftility 

againft 

company  or  plantation,  or  any  other,  by  appointment  of 
the  laid  Governor  and  Company,  for  the  time  being,  fhall 
at  any  time  or  times  hereafter,  rob  or  fp oil,  by  fea  or  by 
land,  and  do  any  hurt,  violence,  or  unlawful  hoftility,  to 
any  of  the  fubjefts  of  us,  our  heirs  or  fucceftbrs,  or  any  of 
the  fubjecls  of  any  Prince  or  State,  being  then  in  league 
with  us,  our  heir  or  fucceftbrs,  upon  complaint  cf 
fuch  injury  done  to  any  fuch  Prince  or  State,  or 
their  fubjebts,  we,  our  heirs  and  fucceftbrs,  will  make  open 
proclamation  within  any  parts  of  our  realm  of  England ,  lit 
for  that  purpofe,  That  the  perfon  or  perfons  committing 
any  fuch  robbery  or  fpoil,  fhall,  w'ithin  the  time  limited 
by  fuch  proclamation,  make  full  reftitution  or  fatisfaftion 
of  all  fuch  injuries  done  or  committed  ;  fo  as  the  faid 
Pjince,  or  others  fo  complaining,  may  be  fullyfatisfted  and 
contented  :  And  if  the  faid  perlbn  or  perfons,  who  lhaii 
commit  any  fuch  robbery  or  fpoil,  fhall  not  make  fatisfac- 
cion  accordingly,  within  fuch  time  fo  to  be  limited,  That 
then  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  for  us,  our  heirs  and  |fuc- 
ceftors,  to  put  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  out  of  our  allegiance 
and  protection  ;  and  that  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  and 
free  for  all  Princes  and  others  to  profecute  with  hoftilities 
fuch  offenders  and  every  of  them,  their  and  every  of  their 
procurers,  aiders,  abettors,  and  councilors  in  that  behalf. 

R  PI  O  D  E  ISLAND. 

Alfo  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  and  we  do  hereby  declare 
unto  all  Chriftian  Kings,  Princes  and  States,  That  if  any 
perfcn,  which  fhall  hereafter  be  of  the  faid  company  or 
plantation,  or  any  other  by  appointment  of  the  faid  Gover¬ 
nor  and  Company,  for  the  time  being,  fhall  at  any  time 
or  times  hereafter,  rob  or  fpoil,  by  foa  or  land,  or  do  any 

hurt. 
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again  ft  any  Prince  or  State,  or  their  fubjedts,  who 
are  in  league  and  amity  with  the  Crown  of  Great 
Britain,  under  pain  of  being  put  out  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  protection.  Thofe  who  aft  with  powers 
of  government  immediately  under  his  Majefty’s  * 

com- 

kart,  or  unlawful  hoftility,  to  any  of  the  fubje&s  of  us,  our 
heirs  and  fucceifors,  or  any  of  the  fubjeds  of  any  Prince 
or  State,  being  then  in  league  with  us,  our  heirs  and  fuc- 
celfors  ;  upon  complaint  of  fuch  injury  done  to  any  fuch 
Prince  or  State,  or  their  fubje&s,  we,  our  heirs  and  fuc- 
ceffors,  will  make  open  proclamation,  within  any  parts  of 
our  realm  of  England,  fit  for  that  purpofe.  That  the  per. 
fon  or  perfons,  committing  any  fuch  robbery  or  fpoil,  fhall, 
within  the  time  limited  by  fuch  proclamaion,  make  full  re- 
ilitution  or  fatisfa&icn  of  all  fuch  injuries  done  or  commit¬ 
ted,  foas  the  laid  Prince,  or  others  fo  complaining,  may  be 
fully  fatished  and  contented. 

PENSYLVANIA. 

Nor  fhali  the  faid  William  Penn,  or  his  heirs,  or  any 
other  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  province,  make  war,  or 
do  any  3.i51  of  hoftility  againfl  any  other  ICing,  Prince,  or 
State,  or  any  of  their  fubjefts,  who  (hall  then  be  in  league 
or  amity  with  us,  our  heirs  or  fucceffors. 

#  Standing  inftru&ion  to  his  Majefty’s  Governor. 

76.  \ou  are  not  to  grant  commiftions  of  mark  or  repri- 
/*!>  again  ft  any  Prince  or  State,  or  their  fubje&s,  in  amity 

with  us,  to  any  perfpn  \vhatfoever,  without  our  efp  trial  com¬ 
mand. 

90.  Provided  always,  that  you  do  not,  by  colour  of  any 
power  given  you,  commence  or  declare  war,  without  our 
knowledge  and  particular  commands,  except  it  be  againfl 
the  Indians,  &c. 
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Commiffion,  hold  thofe  powers  reftrifted  by  fpe- 
cial  inftruftions  to  the  fame  point.  His  Majef- 
ty’s  J  Commanders,  in  the  very  cafe  now  in 
event,  aft  under  fpecial  inftruftions,  not  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  afts  of  hoftility  ;  but,  warning  off  any 
perfons  whom  they  may  find  on  the  ifiand,  they 
are  ordered  to  refer  the  matter  to  his  Majefty,  for 
his  efpecial  direftions  therein.  'The  *  Spanijh 

Go- 

t  Extraft  from  a  letter  of  Lord  Vifcount  Weymouth  to 
Mr.  Harris,  September  14,  1770. 

I  alfo  faid,  that  I  knew  that  his  Majefty’s  inftruftions  to 
the  officer  who  made  the  fettlement  at  Port  Egmont,  and 
to  thofe  who  have  fucceeded  him  in  that  command,  were, 
to  warn  the  fubjefts  of  other  powers  (if  any  fuch  were  found 
there)  to  withdraw  themfelves  from  thence ;  but  that  I  knew, 
that  thofe  inftruftions  did,  at  the  fame  time,  direct  that  officer 
to  make  a  joint  fettlement  with  the  fubjefts  of  any  Euro¬ 
pean  powers  he  might  find  there,  if  they  refufed  to  depart 
upon  proper  warning  given,  refering  the  difcujjioti  of  right  u 
their  refpeSiive  Sovereigns . 

*  Rxtraft  from  a  letter  of  Don  Tgnacia  Radariaga,  the  Spa¬ 
nish  Commander,  to  the  Captains  Farmer  and  Maltby, 
9th  June,  1770. 

Your  letters  are  reduced  only  to  warn  me  to  quit  this 
fort,  (Lengthening  your  reafons  to* juftify  the  right  you 
have  of  pofleffing  the  new  eftabliihment.  Notwithftandino- 
all  you  have  expreffed,  I  neverthelefs  confirm  what  I  have 
written  in  the  adjoined,  becaufe  your  figured  reafons  aad 
rights  do  not  appear  fufficient. 

Was  I  a  Spanifh  Ambaftador  in  London,  I  would  demon¬ 
strate  the  juft  and  legal  titles  of  my  Sovereign  to  thefe 

i  Hands, 
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Governor,  rejects  all  terms  of  reference,  eom- 
mences  hoftilities,  and  ftands  juftified  by  his 
Court.  Fhat  treaty  which,  in  the  courleoi-  its 
negotiation,  recognizes  this  juftification,  leads  to 
matters  of  the  utmoft  importance  and  danger. 
This  is  a  point  which  will  require  the  diftind: 
confideration  of  this  Houle ;  and  I  hope,  in  a 
few  days,  to  move  them  thereto. 

As  to  the  restitution,  it  is,  in  the  firft 
place,  lefs  than  Prince  Maflerano  firft  offered. 
*  He  offered  the  reftitution  of  Falkland's  IJland. 
Our  Minifters  have  accepted  the  reftitution  of 
Fort  and  Port  Egmont  only.  It  is,  in  the  fecond 
place,  a  reftitution  of  lefs  than  they  demanded, 
They  demanded  the  reftitution  of  every  thing, 
precifely  in  the  fame  circumftances  in  which 


iflands,  and  lands  of  Magellan  ;  but  this  does  not  belong 
to  this  da y. 

Extract  from  the  fame,  date4  as  above. 

If  you  will  give  authentic  proof,  that  you  will  quickly, 
and  with  good  will,  abandon  your  fettlements,  &c.  I  will 
put  with  peace  and  quietnefs  my  troops  on  fhore ;  but  if, 
contrary  to  ail  expedations,  you  fhould  be  determined  to 
maintain  your  new  eftablifhment,  I  will  avail  myfelf  of  the 
forces  under  my  command. 


*  Vide  letter  from  Lord  Vifcount  Weymouth  to  Mr, 
Harris,  17th  of  Odober,  1770. 


X  Vide  ditto. 


they 
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they  flood  before  the  a£l  of  hoflility. — Before 
the  aft  of  hoflility,  his  Majefty  had  exerted  a 
right  of  pofleffion  to  the  whole  ijland ;  and  af¬ 
fixed  the  fovereignty  of  the  Crown  of  Great 
Britain  to  it.  Neither  the  poffcfiion  nor  fove- 
reignty  of  the  ifiand  is  reflored. — The  Port  and 
Fort  only,  by  exclufive,  defined  words,  are  re¬ 
flored — the  fovereignty  lies  buried  in  difgrace— 
the  exertion  of  our  right  is  extinguifhed — and 
we  are  come  now  to  the  queftion  of  right — the 
points  of  vacancy  and  occupancy,  po hellion  and 
fovereignty,  being  abandoned.  This  kind  of 
exclufive  reflitution  comes  from  the  fame  mould, 


and  is  of  the  fame  fpirit,  as  the  ceffion  of  Anna¬ 
polis  Royal  in  Acadia  •,  which  was  fuppofed  to 
exclude  the  country  in  which  it  flood,  and  to 
which  it  affixed  the  mark  of  fovereignty.  This 
reflitution  purports  the  fame,  and  will  have  the 
fame  effect  as  that,  which  did  on  this  very 
point,  mix  in  with  the  caufes  of  future  war ; 
and  this  will  certainly  lead  to  the  fame  un¬ 
happy  end. 

I  have  now  gone  through  my  obferva- 
tions,  and  have,  I  think,  fully  proved,  that 
this  bufincfs  ends  in  an  inconclufive  Spanijh 
convention ,  dictated  by  French  arbitration  \  in 
which  the  dif avowal  becomes  an  additional  in- 


jury 
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iury  ;  and  the  reftitution  a  fnare,  which  lays  a 
train  for  future  war :  and  therefore,  I  muft  give 
my  voice  for  the  motion,  which  propofes  to 
leave  out  all  that  part  of  the  addrefs  that  goes 
to  the  giving  of  any  approbation  to  the  late  ne¬ 
gotiation,  until  the  matters,  on  which  it  {lands, 
fhall  be  more  fully  uifcu fifed  ;  until  it  be  known, 
what  fhall  be  the  event  of  it  in  fad;  and 
until  it  fhall  be  manifeft  in  its  e fifed,  that  it  will 
juftify  that  fatisfadion  which  we  are  taught  to 
feel,  and  are  called  upon  to  exprefs. 


ANOTHER 


(  29  ) 


ANOTHER 

SPEECH 


OF  THE  SAME 


HONOURABLE  GENTLEMAN, 

On  bringing  forward  the  Confideration  of  the  Confe- 
quences  of  the  late  Negotiation  with  Spain. 

Tuesday,  March  5,  1771. 

Mr.  Speaker, 

S  his  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  lay  be¬ 
fore  this  Houfe  the  King  of  Spain’s  re¬ 
cognition  of  the  convention  figned  at  London, 
containing  his  orders  for  the  execution  thereof, 
by  the  delivery  of  Fort  and  Port  Egmont,  I 
mult  beg  that  that  paper  be  read  after  firft  read¬ 
ing  Lord  Weymouth’s  letter  to  Mr.  Harris, 

dated  October  17,  1770.* 

Papers  read.  As 

*  A  copy  of  a  letter  from  Lord  Vifcount  Weymouth,  to 
Mr.  Harris,  dated  St.  James’s,  17th  of  October,  1770. 
(Number  XI.)  fern  by  Potter. 

SIR,  St.  'Ja?nes>s ,  17  thOBoler,  1 770. 

I  RECEIVED  on  the  1 8  th  initant,  your  letters  of  the 
28th  pad,  by  Potter,  and  I  have  lince  received  your  letters, 
,Ao.  57  and  58,  by  the  pod. 


E  2 


Prince 


\ 
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As  the  matter  of  the  late  negotiation  could  not 
be  laid  to  be  compleat  until  this  paper  was  re¬ 
ceived,  I  beg  leave  now,  before  I  enter  into  my 

argument 

Prince  MafTeran  has  propofed  a  convention,  in  which  he 
is  to  difavow  any  particular  orders  given  to  Monfieur  Bn- 
carelli,  upon  this  occafion,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  is  to 
acknowledge,  that  he  a&ed  agreeably  to  his  general  induc¬ 
tions,  and  to  his  oath,  as  Governor.  He  is  further  toffipu- 
Ia:e  the  reftitution  of  Falkland's  Iilands,  without  injury  to 
his  Catholic  Majeffy’s  right  to  thole  iilands,  and  he  expects 
that  his  Majeffy  is  to  difavow  the  menace  of  Captain  Hunt, 
which  he  fays  give  occafion  to  the  Heps  taken  by  the  Spanifh 
Governor. 

This  is  the  fubftance  of  the  propofed  convention,  which 
Prince  Mafleran  told  me  he  had  full  powers  to  execute. 
The  report  which  I  made  to  the  King,  of  a  propofition  fo 
inadequate  to  the  fatisfaCiion  demanded  and  expected,  gave 
his  Majeffy  great  furprife  and  concern,  as  every  delay 
throws  new  difficulties  in  the  way  of  that  amicable  accom¬ 
modation  of  this  affair,  which  he  has  moft  fincerely  at  heart. 
I  was  ordered  to  tell  the  Spanilh  Ambaffador,  that  when  the 
King’s  moderation  condefcended  to  demand  of  the  Court  of 
•Madrid,  to  difavow  the  proceedings  of  the  Governor  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  and  to  reffore  things  precifely  to  that  fixa¬ 
tion  in  which  they  iteod  before  the  rafh  and  unwarrantable 
undertaking  of  the  Governor,  as  the  fmalleff  reparation  for 
.  the  injury  received  that  he  could  poffibly  accept,  his 
Majeffy  thought  there  was  nothing  left  for  difeuffion,  ex¬ 
cept  the  mode  of  carrying  that  difavowal  and  that  reffitution 
into  execution  ;  I  was  alfo  ordered  to  fay,  that  his  Majeffy 
adheres  invariably  to  his  firft  demand  ;  and  that  without 
entering  into  the  furmountable  objections  to  the  ?naiter  of 
this  propofed  convention,  the  manner  alone  is  totally  inad- 
miffable,  for  his  Majeffy  cannot  accept,  under  a  conven¬ 
tion, 


■ 
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argument  upon  this  bufinefs,  to  Hate  in  one 
point  of  view,  the  whole  and  compleat  matter 
which  forms  this  convention,  together  with  his 
Catholic  Majefty’s  recognition  and  execution  of 

it. 

The 

I  • 

tion,  that  fatisfadlion  to  which  he  has  To  juft  a  title,  without 
entering  into  any  engagements  in  order  to  procure  it ;  that 
the  idea  of  his  Majefty  becoming  a  contracting  party, 
upon  this  occafton,  is  entirely  foreign  to  the  cafe  ;  foi  hav¬ 
ing  received  an  injury,  and  demanded  the  moft  moderate  re¬ 
paration  of  that  injury  his  honour  will  permit  him  to  ac¬ 
cept ;  that  reparation  lofes  its  value,  if  it  is  to  be  condi¬ 
tional,  and  to  be  obtained  by  any  ftipulation  whatfoever  on 
the  part  of  his  Majefty. 

Having  executed  his  Majefty’s  commands  to  this  effect, 
his  Excellency  told  me,  that  he  had  no  power  to  proceed  in 
this  affair,  except  by  convention,  and  that  he  muft  fend  to 
Madrid  for  further  inftruaions ;  I  am  therefore  commanded 
to  fignify  to  you  his  Majefty’s  pleafure,  that  you  wait 
upon  Monfieur  Grimaldi,  without  lofs  of  time,  and  that 
laying  the  whole  of  this  matter  fairly  before  him,  as  I  have 
ilated  it,  you  demand  a  communication  of  his  Catholic 
Majefty’s  anfwer,  which  you  will  immediately  tranfmit  to 
me  for  his  Majefty’s  information. 

I  am,  &c . 

Weymouth. 

Tranftation  of  his  Catholic  Majefty* s  orders ,  fignified  by  the 
Balio  Fray  Don  Julian  dt  Arriaga ,  to  Don  Philip  Ruez  P u - 
tnte>  dated  Pardo ,  17 th  of  February  1 77  I . 

IT  being  agreed  between  the  King  and  his  Britannic 
Majefty,  by  a  Convention  ftgned  at  London  on  the  22d  of 

January  laft  paft,  by  the  Prince  of  Maferano  and  toe  Eail  o* 

Koch  ford. 
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The  declaration  of  the  Spanifli  Minitler  ftates 
tn.it  things  fhall  be  reflored  in  the  Malouine,  at 
the  Port  called  Egmont,  precifely  to  the  date  in 
which  they  were  before  the  10th  of  June. 

The  acceptance  of  Lord  Rochford,  under- 
ftands  and  recites  the  declaration  as  containing 
terms  of  a  very  different  and  mors,  extenfive  na¬ 
ture,  viz.  that  Prince  Mafferano  does  engage  that 
an,  things  fhall  be  immediately  reftored  to  the 

precife  fituation  in  which  they  flood  before  the 
tothof  June. 


Rochford,  that  the  Great  Maiouine,  called  by  the  Enplift 
Falkland  Ihand,  faould  be  immediately  replaced  in  the 
precife  fituation  in  which  it  was  before  it  was  evacuated  by 
them  on  the  loth  of  June  laft  year  ;  I  fignify  to  you,  by  the 
King  s  order,  that  as  foon  as  theperfon  commiffioned  by  the 
Court  of  London  fhall  prefent  himfelf  to  you  with  this,  you 
order  the  delivery  of  the  Port  de  la'Crufada  or  Egmont, 
and  its  fort  and  dependencies  to  be  effected ;  as  alfo  that  of 
all  the  artillery,  ammunition,  and  effefls,  that  were  found 
there,  belonging  to  his  Britannic  Majefty  and  his  fubjecls, 
according  to  the  inventories  figned  by  George  Farmer  and 
Vrilmm  Maltby,  Fjqrs.  on  the  tithof  July  of  the  faid 
year,  at  the  time  of  their  quitting  the  fame,  of  which  1  fend 
you  the  enclcled  copies,  authenticated  under  my  hand;  and 
tnat  as  foon  as  the  one  and  the  other  fhall  be  effeaed,  with 
the  due  formalities,  you  caufe  to  retire  immediately' the 
Officer  and  other  fubjefts  of  the  King  which  may  be  there. 
Cxod  preferveyou  many  years. 

Pardo,  yth  Felt.  1 77  1 .  (Signed) 

j  ‘be  uaho  Fray  Don  Julian  dt  Arriaga . 

*Q  Don  Philip  Rutz  Puente , 
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His  Catholic  Majefty,  in  his  orders  for  the 

• 

execution  of  what  he  calls,  this  convention ,  re¬ 
cites,  that  the  engagements  contained  in  it,  are 
for  the  repofition  of  the  ifland  Great  Molouine , 
in  the  fituation  in  which  it  flood  before  the  ioth 
of  June  :  yet  his  orders  extend  only  to  the  re- 
ftoring  of  Port  and  Fort  Egmont,  with  all  its 
ammunition,  {lores,  and  *  apurtenances,  juft  in 
the  terms  in  which  a  lawyer  would  convey  a  cot- 
tao-e;  fb  that  if  our  Court  underftood  that  this 
convention  went  to  engagements  for  the  reftor- 
ing  Falkland's  IJland ,  which  the  Spanijh  Minifter 
offered ,  the  convention  is  not  by  thefe  orders 
fulfilled  and  executed. 

This  fluftuation  of  terms  and  proceedings  in 
the  negotiation,  marks  not  only  the  true  fpirit, 
but  the  wifdom  of  his  Majefty’s  orders,  (which 

v  -  • 

Lord  Weymouth’s  letter  declares  his  Majefty 
would  invariably  adhere  to)  that  no  convention 

«  4 

under  any  conditions  Jloould  be  accepted :  and  yet  the 
act  contained  in  the  two  papers,  the  declaration 
and  acceptance  is  both  in  name  and  thing,  a  Con- 

a 

*  The  office  tranflation  given  to  Parliament,  tranflates 
the  word  pertinencies ,  by  a  term  which  fhouid  have  been 
inferted  in  the  order  viz.  dependencies ,  which  is  a  term  that 
croes  to  command  and  lbvereignty  :  the  word  which  exprefles 

to 

the  latter,  is  dependencies  ana  not  pertinencias . 


vcnticn 
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•edition ;  entered  into  by  two  contracting  parties, 
under  conditions  afedrtained  by  a  proteft  as  to 
the  queftion  of  rigat,  and  convening  in  a  point 
to  be  executed  by  his  Catholic  Majefty.  His 
Catholic  Majefty  executes  it  (putting  his  own 
interpretation  upon  it,)  only,  in  part ,  by  giving 
thofe  orders  which  have  been  now  read  to  you. 

The  preamble  to  the  order  recites,  that  the  con¬ 
vention  engages  for  the  repofition  or  reinftating 
the  illand  in  the  precife  fituation  in  which  it  was 
before  the  evacution  ;  and  yet  the  orders  given, 
are  for  the  reftoring  of  the  Fort  and  Port  only.  The 
precife  fituation  in  which  our  Court  mud  under- 
ftand  it  to  have  been,  was,  that  our  eftablilh- 
ment  extended  to  the  pojfejficn,  and  the  fove- 
reignty  of  the  ifland.  The  Fort  therefore  fliould 
have  been  reftored  under  that  idea ;  but  it  is  re¬ 
ftored  under  an  idea  exclufive  of  both  poiTeffion 
and  fovereignty. 

The  convention,  by  the  proteft  inferted  in  it, 
confiders  *  the  queftion  of  right  as  a  matter  Hand¬ 
ing 

*  It  may  not  be  amifs,  as  example  operates  ftronger  than 
precept,  to  annex  the  hiftory  and  cafe  of  the  ifland  St.  ' 
I.ucie.  ^  he  iSnglifh  had  a  right,  and  aftual  poiTeffion,  ac¬ 
knowledged  by  the  treaty  of  Breda,  and  confirmed  by  fuc- 
cceding  treaties  down  to  that  of  Utrecht.  In  the  year 
1718  and  1719,  the  French  fet  up  a  pretended  title  to  it; 

and 
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ing  referred,  to  be  hereafter  difcufled.  And  the 
point  on  which  the  contracting  parties  convene 
at  prefent  is,  to  put  all  things  in  fuch  a  fituation, 
that  they  may  come  to  that  queftion,  precifely  as 
if  no  aft  of  hoftility  had  been  done.  See  then 
how  the  claim  of  each  party  flood,  before  that  aft 
of  hoftility,  which  drove  Us  from  our  pofteffions. 

We 

* 

and  the  French  King  made  a  grant  of  it  to  the  Marefchai  d’ 
Eftrees.  Upon  the  MarefchaPs  projecting  a  fettlement 
there,  the  Court  of  Great  Britain  objected  to  it.  The  Re¬ 
gent  agreed  that  the  fettlement  fhould  be  fufpended  until  the 
the  right  could  be  afcertained.  At  the  fame  time  the  Brh 
tifh  Court  thought  fome  aCt  of  date  neceffary,  in  order  to  fix 
fome  mark  of  notoriety  to  the  Britidi  right.  A  patent  grant 
of  the  ifland  was  therefore  made  to  the  Duke  of  Montague 
in  1720;  in  1722  his  Grace  made  a  fettlement  ;  in  1723, 
this  fettlement  was  driven  off  by  force,  but  capitulated  un¬ 
der  an  article,  that  every  thing,  as  to  right,  fhould  remain 
precifely  in  the  fame  circumdances  as  it  did  before  this  aCL 
And  that  their  evacuation  of  the  iile  fhould  no  way  effect 
the  quedion  of  right.  The  execution  cf  the  matters  ftipu- 
lated  for  in  this  treaty  trained  on  to  1731,  when  it  was 
agreed  that  the  fubjeCts  of  both  nations  fhould  evacuate  the 
ifland,  under  a  fufpenfion  of  the  queftion  of  right.  Ces 
ordres  (fay  the  French)  dxent  le  dernier  etat  de  P  ills  de 
Sainte  Lucie.— Here  mark  the  ufe  made  of  this  date  of 
the  budnefs.  The  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  requires  that 
all  rights  and  podeflions  diall  dand  as  they  did  before  the 
war.  The  French  fay  they  had  a  right  to  St.  Lucie  :  that 
this  was  indeed  interrupted  by  the  pretence  of  a  Britifh 
right  :  that  they  agreed  to  fulpend  the  exertion  cf  their 
right,  in  order  to  give  the  Britilh  Court  the  means  cf  making 

F 
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ft 

We  claim  a  right,  from  priority  of  diieovery 
and  occupancy.  In  the  exercife  of  this,  his 
Majefty  makes  a  fettlement,  and  affixes  the  fove- 
reignty  of  the  Imperial  Crown  of  Great  Britain 
to  it.  T  he  Spaniards  on  the  other  hand  claim 
under  a  Papal  grant  all  lands  and  iflands 
difcovered,  or  that  ffiall  be  difcovered,  within 
general  indefinite  defcriptions  of  parcels  of  the 
globe.  If  therefore  the  ilknd  is  not  reftored  to 
us  under  thofe  aSlual  circumftances  of  pofieffion 

X 

and 


good  the  ground  of  their  claim  r  that  this  claim  never  was 
made  good  :  that  the  war  enfued  :  that  peace  fixed  all 
rights  and  poffefiions  as  they  flood  before  the  war  :  that 
St.  Lucie,  therefore,  both  by  pofieffion  and  right  became 
French.  Here  a  pretenjion  of  right ,  by  a  Brit  if  concejfsn,  J'ubmit- 
iingits prior  right  to  difcujjion ,  is  <; wrought  up  into  anadual  right . 
Thofe  who  fee  here  the  confequences  drawn  from  the 
Court  of  Great  Britain’s  fubmitting  any  right  to  enquiry 
and  difcufiion,  under  conditions  that  no  adlual  right  and 
pcffefiion  of  the  one  party,  nor  any  cefiion  of  the  other, 
fhall  effedl  the  queflion  of  that  right ;  thofe  who  fee  the 
me  made  of  fuch  conceflions,  will  or  ought  to  take  care 
upon  what  grounds  they  fuffer  that  queflion  to  be  flated,. 
left  they  permit  themfelves  to  be  brought  to  the  queflion 
under  ci re um fiances  which  flrip  their  claim  of  its  rights  on 
one  hand  ;  and  give  to  the  pretenfion  on  the  other  rights*, 
which  do  not  belong  to  it.  Our  negotiators  mull  fee  that- 
they  have  joined  ifiue  upon  the  cafe  not  fairly  flated.  As 
it  is  agreed  for  the  prefen t  not  to  decide  this  point  by  arms;, 
and  as  it  Hands  referred  to  negotiation;  our  Miniflers  will: 
have  time,  and  will  not  wantoccafions  to  amend  it. 
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and  fovereignty  as  we  claim  it,  the  fuppofecL 

\ 

pofleffion  and  fovereignty  of  the  Spaniards, 
affumed  in  virtue  of  an  ideal  jurifdiftion  derived 
from  the  Pope,  muffc  take  place  ;  and  the  queftion 
k  prejudged.  On  the  other  hand,  by  reinftating 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain  *  in  fuch  pojfeffion  and 
fovereignty  as  it  claims  to  have  held  *,  protefting 
the  mean  while  that  fuch  repofition  or  rein- 
ftating  fhall  not  effedh  the  queftion  of  the  aftual 
right,  as  it  fhail  or  may  be  made  good,  the  quef¬ 
tion  would  ftiii  remain  open.  But  if  it  iliall 
prove  in  the  event,  that  the  Spanifti  Court  will 
not  come  to  the  quefton  of  right  in  this  view  cf 
it,  and  that  wecannot  join  iffue  in  the  other  with¬ 
out  betraying  our  rights,  then  this  bufmefs  will 
train  on  juft  as  all  negotiations  have  done,  and 
will  end  juft  as  all  fuch  conventions  have  ended, 
not  in  fecuring  peace,  but  in  giving  future  occafion, 
for  warf. 

Before 


* 


Not  ut  pollideret  fed  ut  in  pofteftione  eftet,  ell:  autem. 
longe  diverfum  :  aliud  eft  enim  pofidere  aliud  in  poftcf- 
fionem  efL*. 

Pomponius  in  Digeft.  44.  lib.  2.  §  jo. 


f  The  editor  in  this  note  continues  the  narrative  of  the 
negotiation  to  the  period  of  April  20.  Our  negotiators  defir- 
ed  only  adifavowa'l ;  and  accepted  a  reftitution  of  Portand 
Fort  Egraont  only,  and  exclusively.  As  a  condition  whereon 
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% 

Before  I  enter  into  the  further  frating  of  this 
bufmels,  I  will  beg  leave  to  recapitulate  how 
tai  this  rloufe  hath  already  gone  in  its  delibera¬ 
tions  on  this  matter.  • 

His 

to  obtain  this  requeft,  they  faid  that  the  obtaining  it  “  would 
put  it  in  his  Majefty’s  power  to  iufpend  thofe  preparations 
“  which  under  the  prefent  circumftances  his  honour  will 
not  permit  him  to  poftpone.”  Lord  Weymouth  to  Mr. 
slat }  is,  September  12,  I  yyo,  and  Air.  Harris  to  the  Marquis  de 
Grimaldi,  September  25,  I  770.  The  French,  who  obtained 
for  us  the  convention  concluded  on  the  22d  of  January, 
about  the  middle  of  February,  brought  forward  the  demand 
of  our  difarming.  The  Spaniards  who 'have  other  views, 
neither  aifarmed  themfelves,  nor  interfered  at  all  upon  the 
point,  whether  dilarm  or  not  j  however,  by  the  interven¬ 
tion  or  the  French,  there  were  fome  converfations  about  the 
mode,  time,  and  extent  of  this  difarming.  Yet  it  was  no 
point  demanded  by  Spain. 

The  opaniard  who  thinks  he  has  a  right  to  under f  and,  that 
we  do  not  mean  to  prolecute  the  meafure  of  taking  pod:  on 
F aikiand’s  Ifland  ,  and  that  as  foon  as  we  were  put  in  honour¬ 
able  pojfejjion  of  it,  in  which  the  orders  for  its  delivery  put  into  > 

our  hands  does  place  us  ;  who  thinks  he  has  a  right  to  under - 
fand  that  we  are  to  withdraw,  in  claim  and  deed,  from  it  ; 
d;d  about  the  latter  end  of  February,  intimate  to  Mr.  Harris 
the  intentions  of  the  Spanifh  Court,  to  require  us  to  fulhl 
our  engagements  as  they  <were  mutually  under  food.  Notice  of 
this  from  Mr.  Harris  arrived  here  about  the  fixth  of  March. 

On  Saturday  the  9th  in  the  night  or  early  in  the  morning,  a 
Spanifh  Meffenger  brought  orders  to  Prince  MefTerano  to 
to  make  a  pofitive  demand  of  an  immediate  ceflion,  Report 
-fays,  that  the  contents  of  this  meffao-e  were  not  commu- 

O 

ideated  to  the  French  Minifter  hill  Monday  orTuefday  ;  on 
which  fome  diffatisfadfion  was  conceived.  A  delay  of  a 
fpw  days  intervened  before  this  was  opened  to  our  Minifter,, 


\ 
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His  Majefty  having  been  pleafed,  when  the 
convention  was  entered  into,  to  lay  before  this 
Houfe  the  two  parts  of  which  it  confifted — 
The  declaration  of  the  Spanifli  Minifter,  and 
the  acceptance  by  which  his  own  Miniftei  de¬ 
clared  he  had  received  fatisfaclion — His  Ma¬ 
jefty  was  then  pleafed  to  fubtnit  to  the  conftdei  a- 
tion  of  this  Houfe,  the  fatisfadion  which  he 

had  accepted,  by  the  difavowal  made ,  and  ref- 

tit  ution 

Thofe  who '  are  curious  obfervers,  have  marked  tne  pur- 
chafes  and  fales,  the  purchafers  and  fellers  of  flock  during 
this  period.  On  Thurfday  the  14th,  a  conference  was  held 
with  Lord  Rochford,  who  anfwered  with  the  fame  fpirit 
with  which  he  had  adled  throughout.  Tjpon  this,  Meilen- 
gers  were  difpatched  to  France  and  Spam.  The  return  fioin 
Paris  was  civil,  holding  the  fame  language  of  peace  ;  the 
fame  determination  however,  at  all  events  of  adhering  to 
the  family  compact.  The  concluflve  anlvver  from  Spain, 
did  not  arrive  till  April  20th.  It  is  underflood  that  Spam 
ar^d  Great  Britain  are  fofarmutually  tofufpend  their  arma¬ 
ments,  or  to  difarm  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  all  appeal  to  arms 
on  this  point  is  for  the  prefent  laid  afide.  Spain  may  for 
the  prefent  fufpend,  but  does  not  recede  from  their  demand 
cf  f he  cejjlon  of  Falkland’s  Ifland.  Great  Britain,  on  the 
the  other  hand  never  can  cede  it.  Spain  will  invariably 
confider  the  continuance  offthe  Britifh  pofleflion  there,  as  a 
continued  invafion,  ufurpation,  and  hoftility.  Great  Britain 
cannot  difeontinue  that  right  and  poffelfion,  unlels  our  Mi¬ 
nisters  can  feparate  the  fpecial  cafe  of  that  ifland,  from  the 
general  claim  which  we  make,  and  from  the  general  rights 
we  hold,  under  the  law  of  nations;  or  unlefs  they  mean  to 
give  an  explicit  comment  on  this  negotiation,  by  an  aft  of 
direliftion . 
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Mutum  promifed  on  the  part  of  the  Spanifn  Mi. 
nifter. 

.  The  honour  of  the  Imperial  Crown  of  Great 
Britain  being  repofed  in  his  Majefty’s  hands, 
it  is  the  duty  of  his  faithful  fubjefts  to  follow’ 
his  fenfe  or  it.  I  hey  did  fo  unanimoufly,  when 
he  faid  that  it  was  deeply  affected :  and  they  do 
molt  anxioufly  hope  that  his  Majefty  may  not 
be  difappointed,  while  he  thinks  that  lie  has 
received  fatisfaftion  on  thofe  points. 

A  majority  of  this  Houfe,  in  which,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  forms  of  Parliament,  the  whole 
Houfe  is  included,  went  feme  fteps  farther, 
and  exprefied  their  intire  fatisfaftion  on  thccon- 
clufion  of  this  matter  :  a  confiderable  body  of 
gentlemen  not  thinking  that  they  had  the  op¬ 
portunity  given  to  them  of  examining  the  facts 
and  the  nature  of  the  negotiation  •,  not  confide r- 
ing  the  bufinefs  as  then  concluded  *  were  not 

able  to  conceive  that  fatisfa&ion,  which  others 
felt  and  exprefied. 

Tnat  matter  being  now  decided,  and  peace 
between  tne  Crowns  of  Spain  and  Great  Britain 
bmn^  new  formally  reftored;  and  Handing  as  it 
does,  and  as  it  mult  do  for  the  future  on  the 
hafis  of  this  convention ,  the  execution  of  which 
is  laid  before  us ;  it  becomes  the  duty  of  every 
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Member  of  the  community,  of  every  Member 
of  this  Houfe,  to  unite  their  aid  and  aflidance* 
and  advice  alfo  where  that  {hall  become  proper, 
to  give  {lability,  fecurity,  and  permanency  to 
this  foundation.  If  there  be  any  thing  which 
appears  fufpicious  or  defective,  either  in  the 
ground  on  which  it  {lands,  or  in  the  materials  of 
which  it  is  compofed,  it  becomes  a  confequence 
of  that  duty,  to  point  out  that  defedl,  fo  that  it 
may  be  repaired  before  it  is  too  late.  It  is  in 
this  view  that  I  fhall  offer  the  confideration  of 
fome  matters  to  the  Houfe ;  and  it  is  under 
thefe  hopes,  that,  with  the  leave  of  the  Houfe, 
I  fhall  conclude  with  a  motion  that  will  point 
theneceffity  of  future  attention,  in  confequence 
of  paft  negledl. 

By  the  law  of  nations,  all  fovereign  dates  are 
reciprocally  refpondbie  to  each  other  for  all  de¬ 
legated  and  fubordmate  powers,  deriving  from 
or  exuding  under  their  refpective  fovereignties  : 
they  are  bound  to  reft  rain  thofe  fubordinate 
powers  from  commencing  hoftilities  on  their 
own  opinion,  or  of  their  own  motion,  on  any 
occafion  whatfoever,  whilft  their  Sovereigns 
continue  in  league  and  amity  :  without  thisr 
peace  would  be  a  bafelefs  fabric,  a  mere  vifion  ^ 
or  if  it  had  any  exiitence,  would  exid  as  a 

{hare 
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fnare  to  thofe  who  afted  under  it  with  good 
faith.  We  may  have  heard  of  treaties  with 
herds  of  Tartars  or  tribes  of  Indians;  under 
which,  individuals  think  themfelves  no  further 
bound  than  as  they  perfonally  accord :  but  without 
this  preliminary  ground,  there  cannot  be  even  a 
fuppofition  of  fuch  treaties  exifting  between  ci¬ 
vilized  ftates.  Where  one  Sovereign,  afting 
with  good  faith,  under  this  principle,  is  leagued 
with  another  Sovereign  who  permits  his  fubor- 
dinate  Governors  to  aft  as  if  unreftrained  by  the 
fame  principle,  the  fubjefts  of  the  former  would 
be  precluded  from  ufing  their  own  natural 
power  of  defenfe ;  would  be  denied  that  pro- 
teftion  of  their  own  government  which  every 
fubjeft  has  a  right  to  expeft ;  and  unarmed, 
defencelefs,  and  unprotected,  would  be  betrayed 
to  the  caprice  and  violence  of  the  fubjefts  of 
the  other  ftate.  Under  fuch  a  predicament  no 
rights  of  poffeffion  could  be  exerted,  no  aftual 
pofTeffion  fecured,  no  fettlements  made,  no 
poits  taken  for  the  proteftion  of  fuch  rights, 
poffeffion,  and  fettlements. 

This  principle  is,  and  of  neceffity  muft  be 
the  preliminary  ground  of  all  treaties  between 
civilized  ftates  :  but  from  the  fpecial  and  pecu¬ 
liar  fituation  in  which  Spain  ftands  with  other 

European 
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European  nations,  relative  to  its  claims  irt 
America ;  from  the  adtual  date  of  war  in  which 
the  fubjefts  of  Spain  and  of  other  European 
nations  were  engaged  in  America,  prior  to 
iuch  treaties  *,  it  became  ablolutely  necefiary  that 
this  principle  fhould  not  only  be  confideied  as. 
the  preliminary  ground  of  treaty,  but  fhould  be 
inferted  as  an  aElual  article  in  the  body  of  all 
treaties  with  Spain,  reipecting  rights  and  pof- 
feffions  in  America,  It  was  found  neceffary,  in 
order  to  meet  that  claim  of  poffeffion  whicn  they 


let  up  to  the  dominion  of  bouth  Amei  ica  «  mat 
claim  of  right  which  they  let  up  to  an  exclufive 
navigation  in  the  Soutn  feas ;  in  fhort,  to  me 
dominion  which  they  claim,  over  every  thing  to 
the  fouthward  of  the  Equator,  even  oi  iand, 
feas,  and  territories  not  vet  difeovered  •,  except 

J  W 

fo  far  as  they  graciously  condefcend  to  admit 
the  Portuguefe  title,  to  a  moiety  of  this  ipiricuA 
fee— It  has  been  found  neceffary,  I  fay,  in  order 
to  meet  and  obviate  this  abfurd  claim,  (exerted 


in  defiance  of  the  rights  of  mankind,  and  of  the 
law  of  nations,)  that  what  would  be  in  all  other 
treaties,  a  preliminary  fnould  Hand  actually 
articled  and  ftipulated,  in  every  treaty  which  we 
have  had  with  that  Court,  from  the  year  1667, 

to  the  laft  peace  of  Paris. 

G 


In 
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In  the  treaty  of  Madrid  1 66 y,  artie.  3d, 
}ou  will  find  it  precifely  ftipulated  and  agreed, 
that  if  any  matters  of  difpute,  or  any  fuppofition 
even  of  injuftke  or  injury  (hall  arife,  it  ftall  not 
he  carried  to  force  between,  the  fubjedts  of  the  So¬ 
vereigns,  but  £hall  be  referred  to  the  deeifion  of 
the  Sovereigns  themfelves.* 

In  the  treaty  of  Madrid  of  1670,  which  was 
concluded  for  accommodating  differences,  pre-- 
venting  depredations,  and  fettling  peace,  be¬ 
tween  the  Crowns  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain  • 
that  peace  is  particularly  guarded,  that  noafts  of 
hoftility  fhall  be  fullered  to  be  commenced  ei¬ 
ther  by  any  individuals,  or  any  fubordinate 
powers  holding  under  thofe  Sovereigns,,  without 

fuel* 

*  “  Tlie  ra’lcJ  Kings  of  England  and  Spain,  fhall  take 
**  that  for  the  future  their  people  and  fubje&s  refpec- 
ct  tively,  fhall  abflain  from  all  fcrce>  injullice,  and  violence, 
“  the  one  towards  the  other :  and  if  it  fhould  fo  happen 
G(  that  any  injufiice  jhouM.  be  done  by  either  of  the  faid  King’s, 
c<  or  by  any  of  the  people  or  fubje&s  of  the  one  or  of  the 
ether,  either  contrary  to  the  articles  of  this  treaty,  or 
contrary  to  the  rules  of  equity,:  and  juflice,  there  fhall  not 
be  given  out  letters  of  reprifal,  or  marque,  or  contra 
tf<  marque,  until  juilice  and  reparation  fhall  have  been  firfl 
demanded  in  the  ordinary  way  t  and  if  juilice  is  deferred 
or  refufed,  the  Sovereign  of  the  perfons  injured  fhall  re- 
6t  peat  by  more  preffing  inftances  his  demand  either  of  the 
fi  Sovereign  himfelf  or  commiffafies  appointed  for  tlia* 
purpofe,  &c. 
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foch  violators  of  the  treaty  then  made,  being 
confidered  as  criminals  refponjible  for  a  crime  • 
bound  not  only  to  make  refutation  and  repara - 
Mon ,  but  to  be  punillied  as  criminals,  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  offence  ;  in  fliort,  without 
•being  confidered  in  every  inftance  as  pirates # 
and  not  as  under  the  protection  of  their  Sove¬ 
reigns-* 

The  treaty  of  Utrecht  confirms  thefe  two 
treaties,  and  makes  the  like  provisions. 

The  treaty  of  Madrid  of  1721,  particularly 
guards  againft  the  contravention  or  breach  of 
the  treaties  of  peace  and  commerce,  by  any  of 

*  “  The  faid  mod  ferene  Kings  are  to  take  care  that 
**  their  fubjeds^  forbear  all  ads  of  violence  and  hojiility. , 

Ki  and  to -call  in  all  commifions ,  letters  of  marque  and  re- 
prifal,  and  that  they  do  not  otherwife  give  leave  to  take 
“  any  prizes  of  what  nature  or  kind  foever  they  be,  to  the 
44  prejudice  of  either  of  the  faid  two  Kings  or  their  fubjedts, 

04  whether  they  have  been  given  by  them  to  their  own  fub- 
44  jedls  or  to  Grangers,  but  are  to  declare  them  to  be  null  and 
44  void,  and  of  no  efFedt,  as  they  are  fo  declared  by  this  treaty.  • 
44  And  whofoever  fhall  a  a  any  thing  to  the  contrary,  Jbali 
44  not  only  be pumjhed  as  a  criminal ,  according  to  the  nature 
44  of  his  offence,  but  fhall  alfo  be  obliged  to  make  reftitution 
44  and  reparation ,  for  the  Ioffes  which  the  injured  parties 
04  have  fuftained  and  require  of  them.  Particular  offences 
44  fhall  no  way  be  a  prejudice  to  this  treaty,  and  caufe  no 
44  enmities  and  diffenfions  between  the  two  nations;  bg$ 

44  every  one /ball anfwer for  what  he  has  done,  and  be  profit 
**  cuted  for  contravening  it.” 

G  2 


tLe 
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the  Governors  of  Spain  prefuming  to  aft  upon 
their  own  interpretation  thereof.* 

The  treaty  of  Seville,  in  1729,  does  in  like 
manner  particularly  provide  againft  all  afts  of 
difturbance  and  hoftility  in  thofe  parts,  under 
the  moft  rigorous  prohibition  for  preventing  the 
fame.  And  the  treaty  of  Paris  in  1 763,  fpecially 
ftipulates  againft  any  aft  of  hoftility  being  com¬ 
mitted  by  the  fubjefts  of  the  contracting 
%  powers,  for  any  caufe,  or  under  any  pretence 
whatfoeveivf 

I  come 

*  “  As  to  what  regards  the  obfervance  of  treaties  of 
“  peace  and  commerce,  circular  orders  fliall.be  diipatched 
“  to  all  the  Governors  of  Spain,  to  the  end  that  they  may 
C without  any  of  their  interpretations)  caufe  them  to  bd 
4 <  obfervedand  accompliflied  :  as  in  like  manner  fhall  be 
<<  given  on  the  part  of  his  Britannick  Majefty.” 

f  1729.  Art.  V.  <c  Although  it  was  stipulated  by, the 
,iC  preliminaries,  that  if  any  trouble  or  hoftilities  fliould 
te  happen  between  the  fubjefts  of  the  contrafting  patties, 
either  in  Europe  or  the  Indies,  the  contrafting  powers 
<£  fhould  concur  for  the  reparation  of  damages,  Yet 

“  notwithilanding  that,  it  is  alledged  that,  on  the  part  of 
“  the  fubjefts  of  his  Catholic  Majefty  afis  of  difturbance  and 
«  hoftility  have  been  &c.  & c.  It  is  therefore  agreed  by  the 
prefent  articles,  that  as  to  what  relates  to  Europe,  &c.  and 
{t  as  to  what  relates  to  America;  he  will  caufe  reparation 
<i  to  be  made,  &c.  and  his  Catholic  Majefty  fhall  publiOi 
the  moft  rigorous  prohibitions  for  preventing  the  like  vio- 
f*  fences  on  the  part  of  his  fubjefts.” 
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I  come  now  to  confider  the  manner  in  which, 
with  the  beft  good  faith,  his  Majefty  and  his 
anceftors  have  ever  executed  thofe  treaties  and 
ftipuladons  j  in  which,  with  the  ftrifteft  honour, 
they  have  ever  governed  themfelves  by  the  law 
of  nations.  In  all  delegations  of  power  and 
government,  which  his  Majefty  or  his  anceftors 
have  made  to  be  held,  enjoyed,  and  exerafed 
under  charters,  there  is  *  an  exprefs  clauie 
whereby  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  binds  lt- 
feif  to  all  Chriftian  Princes  and  States,  that  it-  -r 
will  confider  any  perfons  afting  under  that  fub- 
ord'inate  authority,  who  fttall  commit  any  vio¬ 
lence  or  hoftility,  to  be  out  of  its  protection, 
untill  full  reparation,  to  the  fatisfaChon  of  the 
injured  party  fhall  be  made.  In  all  delegations 
of  power,  which  his  Majefty  or  his  anceftors 
have  made,  to  be  held  and  exercifed  immediately 

under  his  commiffion,  the  powers  granted  in  thaf 

com- 

176,  Art.  I.  “  The  high  contrafting  parties  (hall  give 
.<  the  greateft  attention,  to  maintain  between  themfelves 
-  “  their  dominions  and  fubjefts,  reciprocal  friend  {hip  an 

«  correfpondence,  without  permitting,  on  either  fide,  any  , 
,<  kind  of  hoflilitiea  by  fea  or  by  land  to  be  committed  from 
<<  henceforth  for  any  caufe  or  under  any  pretence  vvi  at- 

“  foever.” 

*■  Vide  charter  above  quoted. 
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commiffion  are  reftridted,  (by  inltrudions  * 
agreeable  to  thofe  articles  of  peace)  againft  the 
illuing  out  commiffions  of  marque  and  reprifal, 
or  going  into  any  acts  of  hoftility,  without  the’ 
ipecial  command  of  the  Crown. 

^  Matters  Handing  thus  in  right,  upon  the  law 
of  nations  in  general,  by  particular  and  fpecific 
treaties  •,  and  thus  executed  by  die  good  faith  of 
Great  Britain,  uniformly  at  all  times  main¬ 
tained  •,  I  beg  to  turn  the  confideration  of  the 
Houfe,  to  examine  how  it  now  fiands  in  faff, 
on  the  bafts  of  this  late  negotiation . 

The  Court  of  Spain  has  aflumed,  and  does 

maintain,  a  right  to  eftabliili  what  they  call  their 

general  laws  of  America.  Thefe  laws  are 

founded  on  the  pretenfions  which  they  make  to 

a  right  of  dominion  to  the  continent  of  South 

Ameiica  to  the  exclufive  navigation  of  the 

South  Seas— and  to  all  lands,  iflands,  and  ter, 

ritories,  that  fliall  be  found  therein,  or  that  fur- 

round  the  fame. — In  fliort,  to  the  whole  fouthern 

globe,  weftward  of  their  line  of  dimarkation. 
Upon  this  fuppoiition,  they  defcribe  in  their  in- 

ftruments  of  government  thefe  their  fuppofed 

dominions  as  extending  over  the  whole  expanfe 

of  thofe  climes.  They  affume  it  as  a  faff ,  that 

.  they 


*  Vide  inftruclions  abcv'C* 
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they  are  in  equitable  and  legal  poffeffion  of  thefe 
imaginary  and  undefined,  nay,  even  not  yet  dif- 
covered  poffeffions ;  and  that  their  jurisdiction, 

as  contained  in  their  commiffions,  extends  to 

* 

thefe  indefinite  boundaries.  For  the  exereife  of* 
this  metaphyfical  fovereignty  they  have  formed 
laws  which  they  call  the  eftablilhed  laws  of  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  and  conformable  to  this  jurifdi&ion  and 
thofe  laws,  they  give  to  their  Governors  general 
powers  and  inftruftions  of  government.  While 
thefe  pretended  jurisdictions,  thefe  laws,  ftand 
maintained  in  right,  and  juftified  in  authority ; 
and  whilfi;  the  common  right  of  mankind,  the 
law  of  nations,  is  thus  fuperceded  and  repealed 
in  thofe  parts ;  all  attempts  of  difcovery  in  thofe 
regions  of  the  globe — all  extensions  of  com¬ 
merce — all  exertions  of  any  right  arifing  from 
difcovery  and  occupancy — all  pofts  taken— all 
Settlements  made,  by  ourfelves  or  any  other  Eu¬ 
ropean  power — muft  be  considered  by  that  Court 
as  ufurpation  on  their  eftablilhed  rights  •,  as  in- 
trufion  upon  their  adtual  poffeffions  •,  as  inva- 
fions  of  their  territories  and  dominions :  and  as 
therefore,  the  general  authorities  of  the  com¬ 


miffions  which  they  grant,  extend  to  all  thefe 
claims  and  pretenfions,  and  to  the  exereife  of 


their  Governors 
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by  the  oath  of  their  office,  and  by  their  general 
inftruftions,  under  obligation  to  oppofe  all  fuch 
ufurpations  ;  to  refill  all  fuch  intrufions  ;  to 
repel  all  fuch  invaders  ;  and  to  confider  the  ex- 
ercife  of  die  common  rights  of  mankind  in  thofe 
regions  where  they  (the  Spaniards)  claim  this 
exclufive  jurifdi&ion,  as  afts  of  criminality ;  and 
the  aftors  as  criminals.  It  is  under  thefe  pre- 
ten  fions,  they  are  inftruAed  to  confider  and  to 
examine  all  (hips  failing  in  thofe  parts  without  a 
Spanijh  licence,  as  contraband  and  interlopers; 
and  to  prohibit  them,  both  in  right  and  by  act 
from  navigating  in  thofe  parts  of  the  globe. 

It  was  on  this  ground  that  Don  Bucarelli, 
the  Governor  of  Buenos  Ayres,  committed  hoi- 
tilities  againft  his  Majefty's  rights  and  pofieflions 
in  Falkland  I  Hands  :  and  it  was  on  this 
ground  that  the  Britifii  flag  was  moil  ignomi- 
nioufly  infulted  *  The  Spaniffi  Governor,  di¬ 
rectly  contrary  to  fpecial  treaties,  refufed  to  re¬ 
fer  the  matter  to  his  Sovereign  ;  and  maintained 
his  rinht  to  confider  his  Britannick  Majelly  s 
fervants  aCting  immediately  under  his  commif- 

fion,  and  exerting  a  right  of  poffdlion  under 

the 

*  Vide  letter  of  Don  Tgnacia  Radariaga,  the  Spanifti 
Commander,  to  the  Captains  Fanner  and  Maitb),  9th 
June,  1770. 
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the  fovereignty  of  Great  Britain,  as  invaders ; 
and  to  treat  his  Majefty’sfhips  of  war  under  the 

Britifh  flag,  lying  within  the  poflefnons,  as 

* 

interlopers. 

Thus  Bands  the  aft  of  the  Spanifh  Governor ; 
done  under  pretended  eftablifhed  laws  of  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  under  the  authority  of  the  Spanifn  com- 
miflion  •,  under  the  general  inftrudions.  The 
Spanifn  Court  did  not  only  refufe  to  difavow  this 
aft.  hut  has  in  the  late  negociation  juftified  it  on 
thefe  very  grounds.  What  the}',  upon  the 
ground  of  juftice,  maintain  they  had  a  right  to 
do  in  general ,  they  condefcend,  upon  the  ground 
of  favour,  to  acknowledge  that  they  had  not 
given  particular  orders  fliould  be  done  in  this 
particular  inftance. 

This  is  the  difavowal  they  have  made  •,  and, 
lhame  to  our  *  negociators !  this  is  the  difavowal 
which  we  have  accepted.  We  demanded  juftice 

*  By  the  word  negotiators ,  neither  the  Secretary  of  il„te 
who  figoed  the  convention,  nor  Mr.  Harris  our  Minifter  at 
Madrid,  muft  be  here  underftood. 

The  firil  has  aded  throughout,  with  a  Ipifit  becoming  a 
Britifh  Minifter,  grounded  on  a  knowledge  of  foreign  fy- 
ftems,  which  does  him  ^onour,  and  his  country  fervice  :  the 
very  extraordinary  precision  and  prudence,  with  which  that 
very  voun2*  man,  IVlr.  Harris,  afled  on  fo  crit.cal  ait  occa- 
iion,  is  not  more  meritorious  than  it  is  uncommon. 

By  negotiators  here  and  throughout,  mull  be  underlined, 
that  Cabinet  which  conducted  the  interior,  not  the  official,  the 
French,  not  the  Sfanijh  part  of  the  negociation. 

H  — our 


■ 
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—our  negotiation  has  lowered  us  to  accept 
a  favour  •  and  that  favour  is  both  an  infult  and  a 
fnare. 

By  fuffering  the  Spanifh  Court  to  enter  this 
pofition  into  any  negociation ;  by  convening  with 
them  under  any  fuch  illufory  difavowal,  our 
negotiators,  as  far  as  in  them  lay,  have  gone  to 
acknowledge  thefe  vain  claims  *,  have  recognized 
thefe  rights  j  and  before  there  is  an  end  of 
this  bufinefs,  they  will  find  claims  and  demands 
founded  on  this  recognition. 

His  Majefty  gave  orders,  that  they  fhould  de¬ 
mand  a  difavowal  of  the  a£t  of  the  Spanifh  Go¬ 
vernor  •,  and  declared,  he  would  invariably  ad¬ 
here  to  that  demand.  The  difavowal  ought  to 
have  gone  to  the  putting  that  Governor  in  the 
predicament  of  punifhment :  for,  though  it 
were  beneath  a  great  nation  to  exadt  the  adtual 
execution  of  fuch  punifiiment,  yet  it  was  necef- 
fary  (in  order  to  obviate,  contravene,  and  de¬ 
ft  roy  thefe  ftrong  pretenfions  and  claims)  that 
that  aff  fhould  be  confidered  as  not  done  or 
juftified  under  the  protection  of  the  Crown  ot 
Spain,  and  therefore  as  an  adt  of  criminality. 
But  fo  far  from  that,  the  negotiation  has  per¬ 
mitted  the  Spanifh  Court  to  juftify  this  Gover- 


nor 
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l  nor  in  thus  commencing  hoflilities,  in  execution 
of  his  general  orders.  So  that  it  any  new  rights 
or  claims  could  arife,  or  any  new  grounds  could 
be  given  to  old,  obfolete  and  rejeded  preten¬ 
fions,  from  the  courfe  of  this  convention,  his 
Majefty’s  rights  and  poflfeffions,  and  the  Britifh 
navigation,  would  be  delivered  up  expoled  to 
fuch  Spanifh  claims  and  pretenfions. 

To  permit  the  Spanifh  Court,  to  reafon  upon 
any  fuch  grounds — to  admit  any  fuch  data  in 
negotiation — not  to  obviate  by  any  contraven¬ 
tion  or  proteft,  thefe  pofitions  and  dodrines 
was,  as  far  as  was  in  the  power  of  Mini- 
flry,  in  eiTed  to  recognize  thefe  claims  and 
pretenfions — to  give  up  the  Britifh  right  to 
Falkland’s  Ifland, — and  to  difclaim  all  right  in 
us,  to  make  any  fettlement  in  thofe  parts  :  and 
whatever  may  be  the  prefent  oftenfible  form 
of  the  convention,  mark  well  the  end— It 
will  end  on  our  part  *  either  in  the  adtual  cejjicn  of 

the 

*  As  the  cabinet  under  whom  an  ingenious  and  literate 
*  author  wrote,  were  the  fuggeltors  of  thofe  thought r  to  which 
he,  by  the  brillancy  of  his  language,  has  given  fame  form  and 
fpecioufnefs  ;  as  they  have  accefs  to  the  office  papers  of 
government ;  as  they  ought  to  be,  nay,  mint  he  pofh  lied  of 
official  information  enough  to  know  the  true  grounds  of  the 
Britifh  right,  and  the  bafekfs  ftru&ure  of  the  Spanifh  claim  i 

H  to 

*  / 
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the  if  land,  or  in  a  gradual  dir  elicit  on  of  it . 
Without  feme  fuch  idea  as  this  •,  namely,  that 
as  foon  as  reparation  is  made  to  our  honour  for 
the  violent  and  hoftile  manner  in  which  we  were 

driven 


to  what  can  the  world  impute,  their  fufFering  a  pamphlet, 
written  under  their  patronage,  to  be  publiihed  at  fuch  a 
time;  to  diferedit  and  di (claim  the  Britifh  right  ;  and 
avowedly  to  betray  the  caufe  in  the  hour  of  trial  ?  Thofe  who 
wifh  an  anfwer  to  this  queflion,  will  find  it  not  barely 
In  the  impatience  cf  indignation  which  breaks  out  in 
clamors,  but  in  the  filent  and  deeply  impreffed  fentiments 
of  men,  which  lye  in  (lore  for  vengeance  :  they  will  find  all 
unanimoufly  thinking,  that  as  our  wretched  Cabinet  mean 
to  betray  this  caufe,  and  to  give  up  this  ifland  ;  fo  this 
pamphlet  is  written  in  order  to  prepare  the  nation  for,  and 
to  reconcile  it  to  this  meafure.  The  folid,  rational  ground  of 
the  Spanijh  title ,  compared  with  the  doubtful,  hypothetical, 
preemptive  title  of  Great  Britain,  is  the  firft  argument  in 
this  ingenious  piece  of  ccmpofition.  If  the  Cabinet  meant 
honourably  to  their  country,  they  could  have  fupplied  the 
writer  with  far  other  arguments  and  documents.  1  he  next 
argument  is  drawn  from  the  futility  and  inutility,  on  any 
grounds  of  juft  policy,  of  making  any  fettlementor  taking 
any  poll  on  fuch  an  if  and.  Our  Cabinet  mult  know,  that  it 
is  not  the  value  of  the  iftand,  but  the  importance  and  extent 
of  the  queflion  inf  par  ably  connected  with  it  which  ought 
to  be  the  bails  of  their  negotiation,  d  hofe  who  attend  to 
the  intereft-  of  their  country,  muft  look  to  the  rights  of  com¬ 
merce  and  navigation  :  thofe  who  mean  to  betiav  it,  will 
point  their  view  iblely  to  this  barren  rocky  this  neft  of  fea 
fowl,  this  den  of  fea  lions :  in  this  view,  the  lively  colourift 
whom  they  have  employed,  paints  to  the  purpofe. 


*  The  author  of  a  pamphlet  entitled,  1  houghts  on  th$ 
Tranfa&ions  concerning  Falkland’;  Hand, 


were 
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driven  off  that  ifland,  and  as  foon  as  we 
put  in  a  fituation  to  evacuate  it  of  our  own 
motion,  its  tacitly  underjlood  we  are  to  cede  it  - 
Without  fome  fuch  idea  as  this  •,  the  whole  of 
the  negociation  is  inexplicable  and  unimei.igibk 

_ but  taking  this  line,  as  going  to  a  matter 

mutually  underftood,  the  whole  is  plain,  deu- 
nite,  and  but  of  one  conftruffion. 

In  like  manner,  as  the  immediate  operation  of 
this  negociation,  affeffs  our  aftual  fettlements 
already  made,  fo  likewife  muff  its  effect  extend 
itfelf  to  every  poffeffion,  to  every  fettlement, 
which  by  the  law  of  nations  we  have  a  right 


to  make . 

His  Majefty,  under  a  great  idea  of  extend¬ 
ing  our  commerce  and  navigation,  has  given 
orders  for  the  making  difeoveries  in  the  fouthern 
parts  of  the  globe.  Difeoveries  have  been  made, 
in  confequence  thereof-,  and  a  light  of  poffeffion 
affixed  thereto,  by  thofe  rules,  which  the  law 
of  nations  admits  to  give  fuch  right. 

Poffeffion,  in  that  form,  has  been  taken,  of 
land  called  George’ s-Iand.— But  if  the  doff. rule 
held  out  in  the  late  negotiation  is  to  be  admit¬ 
ted  in  our  diplomatic  code,  we  then  have 
no  right  to  take  any  fuch  poffeffions,  under 

fuch  difeoveries :  the  very  aff  of  occupancy 

which 
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which  ought  to  afcertain  it,  would  become  an 
a£t  of  invafion  and  hoftility;  and  our  fhips, 
prefuming  to  navigate  in  thofe  parts,  on  any 
iuch  pretence,  would  become  contraband  and 
interlopers. 

If  this  dodtrine  be  admitted,  the  charter  of 
incorporation  granted  to  the  South  Sea  Com¬ 
pany,  by  which  the  Crown  conveyed  to  it  a 
rightof  being  *  “  foie  owners  and  proprietors  of 
“  all  the  iflands,  forts,  towns,  and  places  which 
“  they  fnall  hereafter  difeover  within  their  limits; 

to  hold  the  lame  by  fealty  of  the  Crown  of 
“  Great  Britain,  in  free  and  common  foccage 
is  ab  initio  a  nullity. — -The  moment  that  the 
Spanilh  Court,  or  any  Governors  adting  under 
it,  Hi  all  put  this  pretended  Spanifh  jurifdidtion 
in  adtual  claim,  the  Britifh  right  would  be  anni¬ 
hilated. 

By  this  dodtrine  (if  it  be  admitted)  the  char¬ 
ter  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  will  alfo  become 
bounded  and  reftricted  by  the  Spanilh  claims. 
A  cafe  which  I  referred  to,  the  other  day,  when  I 
wifhed  to  have  the  papers  refpedting  it  laid  upon 
your  table  (turning  upon  this  very  point)  is  now 
in  adlual  agitation  :  It  is  the  cafe  of  the  fettlement 
intended  to  be  made  upon  the  ifland  of  Ballamban - 

gan. 

*  9.  Ann.  c.  %  50* 
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gan.  This  ifland  is  a  dependency  of  the  do¬ 
minion  and  fovereignty  of  Zeloo ;  and  was 

* 

granted  to  the  Eaft  India  Company  by  the 
fovereign  thereof.  The  Spaniards  fay ,  that  the 
fovereign  and  dominions  of  Zoolo ,  are  depen¬ 
dencies  of  the  province  and  audience  of  Manilla. 
When  the  Eaft  India  Company  firft  intended  to 
make  a  fettlement  upon  feme  of  the  iilands  be¬ 
longing  to  1'ome  of  thefe  dominions-,  the  Arch- 
bifhop  and  Governor  of  Manilla,  in  the  year 
1764,  entered  a  folemn  proteft  againft  the 
enterprize,  as  an  intrufion  upon  the  Spanifh 
rights  and  dominions, 

o 

I  -  -  .... 

The  Eaft  India  Company  have  from  that 
time  to  this,  kept  a  trading  fhip  in  thofe  parts * 

but  as  yet,  have  not  made  any  aftual  fettlement 

•  . 

there.  There  is  an  expedition  now  prepared, 
and  ready  within  a  few  days  to  proceed  to  take 
poffeflion  of  that  ifland,  and  to  make  an  actual 
fettlement  upon  it :  and  I  underftand  that  his 
Majefty’s  Commodore  has  orders  to  proteft 
thofe  rights,  and  that  fettlement.  *  As  in  the 
cafe  of  Falkland  Ifland  ^  no  notice  has  been 

,  taken 

*  There  is  fortieth  ing  critical  in  the  fc.B,  whatever  may  be 
the  caufeot  it,  that  the  Eaft  India  Directors,  fince  this  mat  ter 
was  thus  taken  notice  of  in  Parliament,  have  difmifted  from 

his 


tdf.A' 
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taken  in  Europe,  by  either  tiie  Britifh  or  Spanifh- 
Courts,  of  what  has  paft  between  the  Eaft  India 
Company  and  Governor  of  Manilla.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  the  dodtrine  held  by  the  Court  of  Spain 
in  the  cafe  of  Falkland  liland,  refpecting  the 
juftification  of  their  Governor  of  Buenos  Ayres; 
the  Governor  of  Manilla  will  be  jullified  in  re¬ 
filling  thofe  rights,  and  in  driving  the  Eaft 
India  Company,  by  force  from  thefe  pofifef- 
fions. 

■* 

if  he  has  (as  the  Governor  of  Buenos  Ayres 

-  .  t 

had)  a  force  fuperior  to  what  his  Majefty’s 
Commodore  and  the  Eaft  India  Company,  may 
have  there,  the  honour  of  his  Majefty’s  Crown, 
and  the  rights  of  his  people,  wail  be  deeply  af¬ 
fected — die  honour  of  the  Britifh'  flag,  will  be 
again  iniulted. 

6  •  If 

%  _i 


his  command  the  gentleman  who  was  to  have  had  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  this  expedition,  which  he  planned  ;  and  have  not  yet 
fixed  upon  any  other.  If  it  fhould  be  too  late  at  this  feafon  to 
proceed  in  it,  this  Manoeuvre  fhould  fruftiate  this  expe¬ 
dition  and  if  there  fhould  be  any  truth  in  fome  whifpers  which 
have  circulated,  that  private  application  of  public  perfons  have 
been  the  caufe  which  led  to  the  fad  before-mentioned,  what 
mull;  the  world  think  of  the  hate  of  our  government,  both  as 
to  knowledge  and  fpirit ;  when  it  does  not  care  to  fuffer  the 
greateft  trading  company  in  the  world,  to  profecute  one  of  the 
mod  beneficial  e ft abli foments  of  commerce  which  could  have 
been  made  ;  becaufe  the  adminiftration  of  that  government 
neither  knows  the  ftate  of  its  own  rights,  nor  dares  to  aiierr 
them  i 


> 


If  this  doctrine  be  admitted,  that  the  Spar 
niards  have  a  general  right  to  the  dominions  of 
America,  except  where  we  can  fhew  a  pofitive 
right  of  poffdlion,  precifely  defined  by  treaty ; 

i 

the  Spanifii  Governors,  by  the  general  laws  of 
America  thus  admitted,  under  the  general  au¬ 
thority  of  their  commiffion  and  inftrudtions  thus 
explained,  will  confider  themfelves  as  having  a 
right,  to  drive  us  off  by  force  from  every  place 
that  may  be  difputed,  and  to  fix  on  their  own 
parts  an  actual  poflefiion  previous  to  all  refer¬ 
ence  :  leaving  the  Britifii  fubjedt  to  feek  future 
redrefs,  by  future  negotiation.  The  Spanifh 
Governor,  claims  a  right  to  ufe  force— The 
Britifii  fubjeft  has  no  right  left,  but  that  of 
complaint. 

Let  us  now  apply  this  doctrine,  to  the  actual 

\ 

cafe  of  the  boundary  of  the  Florida’s..  The 
weftern  limits  of  Weft  Florida  which  now  bound 
upon  the  Spanifh  dominions,  are  by  the  7th  ar¬ 
ticle  of  the  peace  of  Paris,  deferibed  by  a  line 
drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  river  Miflifippi 
from  its  fource,  to  river  Ibberville  •,  and  from 
thence  by  a  line  drawn  along  the  middle  of  that 
river,  and  the  lakes  Maurepas  and  Ponc-har- 
train,  to  the  fea  :  and  in  confequence  of  that ,  the 
French  ceded  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain 


/ 
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every  thing  which  they  poflefled  or  ought  to 
poffefs  on  the  left  fide  of  the  river  Miffifippi ; 
except  the  town  of  New  Orleans,  and  the  ifland 
in  which  it  is  fituated.  I  dare  fay  every  body 
who  hears  me,  (having  been  accuftomed  to  take 
a  map  the  right  end  upwards,)  does  underhand 
ly  the  left  the  weftern  fide  of  the  river.  But 
our  negotiators,  who  treated  with  the  map  the 
wrong  end  upwards,  underftood  the  eaftern  to 
be  the  left  fide  of  the  river. 

The  commiflion  to  the  Governor  of  Florida., 
marks  the  boundary  of  that  province  to  the 
weftward,  by  the  lake  Ponchartrain,  the  lake 
Maurepas,  and  the  river  Miffifippi. — Under 
thefe  indefinite  deferiptions,  let  us  confider 
what  the  ftate  of  this  boundary,  between  the 
Soaniffi  and  Britifh  dominions  is. 

i 

In  the  firft  place,  the  line  of  dimarkation 
runs  along  the  river  Miffifippi,  and  the  river 
Ibberville ;  and  yet  every  thing  to  the  left  ot 
the  Miffifippi,  except  New  Orleans  and  its 
ifland,  is  ceded  to  Great  Britain.  There  are 
many  other  iilands  on  the  left  of  the  river  Mif¬ 
fifippi,  which  are  on  the  right  of  this  line  of 
dimarkation,  and  which  confequently  lye  be¬ 
tween  thefe  two  lines. — Will  any  one  lay  that 

the  treaty  of  Paris  does  in  any  definite  way  as¬ 
certain 


certain  to  whom  thefe  belong  ?  the  commiffion 
to  the  Governor  takes  no  notice  of  them  •,  and 
yet  undoubtedly  by  the  whole  tenor  and  pur¬ 
port  of  that  treaty,  they  do  belong  to  Great 
Britain  :  They  are  attually  by  that  treaty  ceded 
to  Great  Britain ;  and  yet  they  are,  in  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  that  treaty,  on  the  right  hand  fide  of 
the  line  of  dimarkation  *,  or  in  the  language  of 
common  fenfe,  to  the  weftward  and  fouth- 
weftward  of  that  line,  , 

Now  many  cafes  may  arife  in  which  it 
may  become  neceflary  to  take  poft,  or  make 
fettlements  on  fome  of  thefe  ijlands ,  in  order 
to  maintain  (to  the  full  of  our  right)  the 
actual  exercife  and  enjoyment  of  the  navigation 
of  the  river  Miffifippi.  The  moment  that  we 

fhould  do  fo,  if  fuch  poft  or  fettlement  fhould 

*  . 

become  an  objeft  of  jealoufy  to  the  Spanilh 
Governor  at  New  Orleans,  he  would  un¬ 
doubtedly,  under  the  influence  and  authority  of 

the  doflrine  as  above  explained,  refill  fuch  fet¬ 
tlement,  and  drive  us  from  fuch  pofts,  quoting 
againft  us  our  admiffion  of  the  general  orders, 
fupported  in  the  negotiation  relative  to  Falk- 

•  '  .V 

landliland;  and  leaving  us  to  make  out  by 
treaty  our  precife  and  adtual  right  to  the  terri¬ 
tory  whereon  we  made  fuch  fettlements.  Are 

I  2  then 


(  ) 

then'  his  Majefty’s  rights  and  pofleflions  fecurec? 
by  this  late  negotiation  and  convention  ?  Are 
they  not,  on  the  contrary,  actually  expofed,  and 
liable  to  be  diflurbed,  under  thefe  Spanilh  claims 

and  p  re  tendons  ? 

This  doctrine,  thus  explained,  applies  in  like 
manner  to  the  eaftern  boundaries  of  Florida. 
His  Catholic Majefty,  by  the  20th  article  of  the 
fame  treaty,  44  cedes  and  guarantees  to  his  Bri- 
44  tannkk  Majefty,  Florida,  with  all  that  Spain 
44  poffsfTes  on  the  continent  of  North  America,. 
44  *  to  the  Erfi  or  to  the  South  Eajl  of  the  river 
44  MiJJifippiy  and  in  general  every  thing  that  de- 
46  pends  on  the  faid  country  and  land,  with 
64  the  fovereignty,  property,  and  poffdlion  of 
44  all  rights  acquired  by  treaties  or  otherwife, 
44  which  the  Catholic  King  and-  Crown  of  Spain 
44  have  had  till  now  over  the  faid  countries* 
44  lands,  places,  and  their  inhabitants/5 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  purport  and 
fpirit  of  this  treaty  went  to  the  ceding  all  iflands 
adjacent  to  and  conne&ed  with  this  province  : 
and  yet  as  the  language  of  this  treaty  does,  in 

other  parts,  where  iflands  are  ceded,  aftualiy 

% 

mention  and  lpecify  them ;  as  in  the  fourth  ar¬ 
ticle 


*  Not  on  the  left  hand. 
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tide,  where  0 anad a  with  nil  its  lands,  ijlcntas? 
and  coafts,  and  with  all  that  depends  on  thofe 
lands,  ijlands  and  coafts,  is  ceded;  Can  any 
one  fay,  whether  precifely  and  definitively,  the 
iflandsj  which  form  the  fouthern  point  of  Cape 
Florida,  are  now  the  attual  property  of  Great 
Britain  ? 

In  like  manner,  as  I  faid  before  of  the  weftern 
boundaries  of  Florida,  fo  I  will  remark  upon 
thefe  •,  that  many  cafes  may  arife  wherein  it  may 
become  peculiarly  proper  to  take  polls  and  make 
fettlements  on  feme  of  thofe  iflands.  It  is 
known  to  all  navigators,  that  to  fhips  coming 
out  of  the  Gulph  of  Mexico  into  the  Atlantic, 
the  only  paffage  is  through  the  Gulph  of  Florida; 
and  that  the  Havannah,  lying  on  the  eaftern  or 
fouth  eaftern  entrance  of  this  Gulf,  does  in  a 
o-reat  meafure  hold  a  command  over  this  naviga-, 

tD 

tion.  There  may  come  times,  from  various  cir- 
cumftances,  when  it  may  be  not  only  proper  but 
even  necefTarv,  for  the  protection  of  our  com¬ 
merce,  and  for  the  maintaining  the  communica¬ 
tion  between  our  provinces,  to  counteract  and 
guard  ourfelves  againftany  command  which  may 
intercept  the  free  navigation  of  thofe  feas.  Un¬ 
der  fuch  circumftances,  were  we  to  make  any  fet¬ 
tlements,  or  take  poll  on  any  of  the  islands  here 

referred 


C  64  ) 

referred  to,  and  Ihould  the  do&rine,  held  forth 
by  the  Spaniards  in  this  negotiation,  be  admitted 
to  influence  and  operate  to  the  extent  to  which 
tney  claim,  the  Spanifh  Governor  of  the  Ha- 
vannah  would,  in  like  manner  as  the  Governor 
of  Buenos  Ayres  did,  find  himfelf  juftified  under 
his  oath  of  office,  his  general  inflrudtions,  and 
then,  eftabliihed  laws  of  America,  in  dnvin°*  us 
oil  by  foice  from  lands  and  territories  to  which 
we  could  not  make  out  a  defined  right  of  po/efi- 
fion. 

If  tins  doctrine  be  admitted  that  Spainhas  age~ 
ner  al  right  to  the  dominions  of  America ,  except  where 
we  can  Jhewapofitive,  precife ,  and  defined  right  of 
pojfejjicn  ;  and  if  this  dodtnne  thus  explained,  is 
to  be  applied  to  our  rights  in  the  Bay  of  Hon¬ 
duras,  the  rights  of  the  Britifh  fubjedt  dwelling 
there,  for  the  purpofe  of  cutting  logwood,  are 
held  under  the  arbitrary  interpretation  which  a 
Spaniili  Governor  may  give  to  thofe  general 
laws  of  America,  as  recognized  by  this  con¬ 
vention,  and  not  under  the  fpiritofthe  treaties  by 
winch  we  had  thofe  rights  confirmed  to  us  :  and 
that  caufe  and  queftion  which  has  been  fo  many 
years  agitated,  and  which  was  the  fource  of 
the  war  of  the  year  1739,  is  again  (notwith- 
ftanding  the  caution  taken  in  the  treaty  of 

Paris) 
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i 

Paris)  opened  to  all  its  mifchievous  confer 
jquences. 

The  courfe  and  dangerous  tendency  of 
this  negotiation ;  the  claim  of  an  exclu- 
five  American  navigation  to  the  fouthward 
of  the  Equator ;  the  inadmiffible  pretence 
that  we  have  no  right  to  fail  or  navigate 
in  thofe  parts,  without  the  licence  and  permif- 
fion  of  his  Catholic  Majefty,  was  in  all  form, 
both  of  warning  and  denunciation  attecl  upon  by 
the  SDanifh  Governor  and  Commander :  it  was 

X  7 

exerted  as  a  right,  being  neither  contravened 
nor  protefted  againft  in  the  negotiation  :  it  (lands 
recognized  as  far  as  the  conduit  of  our  Minif- 

O 

ters  could  give  it  force  ;  and  that  great  fource  of 
war  between  the  Crowns  of  Great  Britain  and 
Spain  is  therefore  by  this  negotiation  again  laid 

t 

open  in  its  utmoft  extent,  after  having  been 
fettled  and  determined  aimed  an  hundred  years 
ago. 

If  I  was  afked  what  anfwer  I  would  give  to 
thofe  Spaniih  claims  founded  on  a  right  at 
lead  as  good  as  any  other  nation  can  {hew,  I 
would  not  hurt  this  caufe  by  giving  an  anfwef 
derived  from  my  own  opinion,  which  could 
have  little  weight  in  fuch  a  cafe,  but  I  will 
fold  forth  to  pur  prefent  Miniders,  the  ian- 


C  66  ) 

gu£ge  which  the  Britiih  Minifuy  itfeif,  in  fimiiar 
circumftances,  found  it  neceffary  to  hold,  and 
therefore  held  ;  and  which  I  believe  will  be  an 
anfwer,  not  only  from  its  authority  but  from  its 
reafon,  not  very  eafily  refuted  :  I  take  it  from 
tire  memorials  that  palled  between  the  Courts 
of  Great  Britain  and  France,  concerning  the 
illand  of  St.  Lucie,  and  it  is  to  this  very  point, 
as  follows: 

“  It  would  be  a  very  extraordinary  and  dan- 
“  gerous  doftrine  and  example,  if  it  Ihould  be 
“  admitted,  that  the  bare  infertion  of  general 
44  words  and  defcriptions  of  any  general  latitude, 
44  into  any  inftrument  of  government,  ihould 
4  (according  to  the  law  of  nations)  convey  to 
“  any  people  a  right  in  all  fuch  lands  and  terri- 
44  tories  unforefeen  and  undifcovered  by  that 
“  people  at  that  time,  as  ihould  afterwards  be 
<c  difcovered  and  fettled  by  other  nations  in  the 
“  fame  latitude.  Happily  for  the  peace  of 
“  mankind  the  law  of  nations  has  provided 
64  againft  fuch  uncertainty  by  marking  out  to 
4C  us  what  aft  lhall  be  deemed  to  be  fuch  pof- 
'■  feffion  as  confers  a  right. *”  If 

*  Regulare  eft,  ut  occupatio  rerum  mobilium  fiat  manibus, 
rerum  foli  pedibus,  vidiiFe  autem  tantum  aut  fcire  quid Jit , 
Jionaura  ad  poffeffionem  fufficere  judicatur. 

Puffend.  lib.  4.  §.  6. 

Pi  imus 
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If  it  fhould  be  faid,  that  however  juft  my 
reafoning  would  be,  if  the  ground  whereon  I 
ftate  it  did  exift  in  fad,  yet  that  it  is  in  the 
very  ground  of  it  without  foundation  :  That 
the  Spanifh  Government  does  neither  give, 
nor  do  we  acknowledge  them  as  giving,  in  this 
cafe,  any  other  powers  and  inftru&ions  than  what 
all  the  Britifh  Governors  have  from  their  Sove¬ 
reign,  namely,  to  oppofeintrufion,  to  remove  ufur- 
pations,  and  to  repel  invafions.  I  will,  in  hopes 
that  candor  and  reafon  may  meet  in  this  ar¬ 
gument,  mark  the  effential  difference  between 
an  inftrument  of  government  which  is  given 
for  the  ruling  and  protecting  a  right  already 
exifting,  and  an  inftrument  of  government  form¬ 
ed  exprefsly  to  create  a  right.  The  powTers  and 
inftrudtions  of  the  Britifh  Governors  operate 
only  where  there  is  an  aftual  poffeflion  founded 
upon  undoubted  and  acknowledged  right ;  but 
the  powers  and  inftrudrions  of  the  Spanifh  Go¬ 
vernors  go  to  the  creating  of  fuppofed  rights , 
merely  by  their  being  inferted  in  their  commijjion ; 

Primus  acquirendi  modus,  qui  juris-gentium  a  Romanis 
dicitur,  ed  occupatio  eorum  quas  nuliius  funt. 

Grotius.  lib.  2,  c.  za 

Infula  quse  in  mari  *  nata  ed  (quod  raro  accididit)  occu- 
panlis  fit,  nuliius  erim  eife  creditur, 

Inilituti.  lib.  tit.  1.  §.  22. 

*  Priority  of  difcovery  makes  the  fame  cafe. 

K  without 
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without  any  of  thofe  a6ls  of  difcovery  and  occu¬ 
pancy  which  the  law  of  nations  has  fixed  as  the 
ads  which  create  a  real  right.  Their  inftrudion» 
go  to  the  exerting  of  power  and  force  in  fupport 
of  fuch  fuppofed  rights,  where  there  is  not,  in 
fad,  any  adital  right  at  all ;  or  where  nothing  yet 
has  been  done  according  to  the  law  of  nations  to 
take  it  out  of  difpute.  If  the  force  of  this  dif- 
tindion  is  not  acknowledged,  then  it  is  not 
only  admitted  in  negotiation,  but  avowed  in 
debate  here  alfo,  that  the  Spanifh  rights  ex¬ 
tend  to  the  full  extent  of  their  claims,  and  that 
their  jurifdidion  ought  in  right,  as  it  did  in  this 
cafe  in  fact,  to  operate  to  the  full  of  their  powers 
and  inftrudions ;  and  is  rightly  founded  in  the 
eftablifhed  laws  of  America. 

Upon  the  whole,  his  Majeily’s  Minifters  hav¬ 
ing  neither  objected  to, nor  contravened;  having 
neither  protefted  again  ft,  nor  even  demanded  an 
explanation  of,  thefe  claims  and  pretentions ;  but 
having  fu tiered  the  Court  of  Spain  to  argue  the 
principle  upon  which  they  are  built,  and  to 
juftify  their  Governors  in  ading  under  them, 
thefe  Minifters  have  acknowledged,  and  fub- 
mitted  to,  dangerous  pofitions  and  deftru&ive 
doctrines  ;  have  expofed  as  far  as  their  negotia¬ 
tion  could  do,  his  Majefty’s  rights  and  poflef- 
fions  •,  and  rendered  them  liable  to  be  difturbed 
on  fuch  pretenfions. 


If 
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If  it  were  in  my  willies  or  intentions  to  go 
into  matter  of  crimination,  the  ground  on 
which  this  bufinefs  Hands  would  fupport  me. 
But  in  the  fituation  in  which  this  country  is, 
every  well-wifher  to  it  will  rather  aim  to  prevent 
or  remedy  evils,  than  to  inflame  the  fenfe  of  men 
againft  them  •,  would  rather  choofe  a  meafure  of 
remedy,  which  may  unite  us  in  the  intereft  of  our 
country,  than  any  thing  which  is  vindi&ive,  that 
would  divide  and  diftraft.  The  motion  therefore 
which  I  (hall  take  the  liberty  to  make,  marking 
the  defeat,  points  folely  to  the  remedy. 

Extract  from  the  \  otfs.  57* 

The  MOTION. 

Mart  is  Die  Martii ,  1771* 

THAT  in  the  late  negotiation  with  the  Court  of  Spain 
concerning  Falkland  Illand,  his  Majefty  s  IViinilters,  having 
negleded  to  demand  an  explanation  of  the  oath  of  office 
taken  by  the  Spanifh  Governors  in  America,  their  general 
orders,  and  the  eftablifhed  laws  of  America  under  which 
thefe  Governors  pretend  toad,  and  under  which  the  Court 
of  Spain  doth  pretend  to  juftify  them  in  commencing  hot- 
tilities,  his  Majefty’s  rights  and  poffeffions  in  America  re¬ 
main  thereby  expofed  and  liable  to  be  diilurhed  by  the 
faid  Governors,  under  pretence  of  fuch  oath  of  office,  their 
general  orders,  and  the  eflablilhed  laws  of  America. 

paffied  in  the  negative. 

F  I  N  I  S. 
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-S  0  0X8  Printed  ror  J.  A  L  M  0  N. 

Phis  Day  are  Puhlifbed. 

r  S  S  ^  E  Authentic  Debate  in  the  Houfe  cf  Commons, 

JL  on  Weinefday,  February  the  27th,  1771,  on  the 
hill  to  repeal  a  claufe  in  the  ad  for  quitting  the  pofTeffion  of 

Jie  fubjed,  commonly  called  the  Nullum  Tempus  Ad. 

Price  is.  6d. 

II.  A  Defence  of  fome  Proceedings  lately  depending  in 
Parliament,  to  render  more  enedual  the  aft  for  quieting 
the  po/Teflion  of  the  fubjed,  commonly  called  the  Nullum 
Tempus  Ad.  With  an  Appendix,  containing  an  affidavit 
in  tiie  Court  of  Exchequer,  concerning  a  fpoliation  which 
happened  among  the  public  records  relative  to  the  title 
of  certain  eftates  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  lately 

granted  by  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury  to  Sir  James  Lowiher. 

Price  is.  *  » 

JlJi  Puhlijhed . 

1  ne  Authentic  Papers  relative  to  the  late  negotiation  with 
Spam,  and  the  taking  of  Falkland’s  Ifland,  3s. 

An  Effay  on  the  Theory  of  Money,  2s.  6d. 

Con ii derations  on  the  Policy,  Commerce,  and  Circum- 
fiances  of  the  Kingdom.  4s. 

Speedily  will  he  Puhlijhed. 

A  Complete  CoIIe&ion  of  all  the  Treaties  of  Peace  and 
C  mmerce  between  Great  Britain  and  other  Powers,  from 
the  Revolut  on  (in  1 688)  to  the  prefent  time.  With  an  Ap¬ 
pendix,  containing  the  mofl  effiential  treaties  before  the  Re¬ 
volution.  In  two  large  volumes  odavo.  Price  1 2s.  bound. 

The  Hiftory  and  Proceedings  of  the  Hcufe  of  Commons, 
mom  the  year  1761  to  1768  ;  being  the  lalt  Parliament. 

***  -^s  J?  r,ot:  known  that  any  regular  account  of  the 
Proceedings  of  this  Parliament  was  taken,  it  is  humbly  re¬ 
queued  of  any  Gentleman,  who  may  be  in  poiVeffion  of  any 
authentic  fpeeches,  papers,  or  other  materials  relating  to  this 
I  arhament,  which  are  not  in  the  Journals  or  Votes,  that  he 
will  be  fo  obliging  to  communicate  them  to  the  Publisher, 
who  will  maice  any  compenfation  if  required. 

Piinted  for  J.  Atwor,  oppofite  Burlington-Hcufe,  in 

Piccadilly. 


